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OPEC extends oil output ceiling 

VIENNA (R) — OPEC oO mmistmg agreed Friday to been most 
members 1 erode output limits at current levels but to let Kuwait increase 
production as its damaged oflficktsaune back 6b fine. Industry analysts 
said the accord hammered- out during two days of would probably 

keep oil prices steady for tbc next few months. Ministers ane^png bom 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting countries (OPEC) strategy 
said they had agreed to extend their second-quarter production ceiling of 
around 23 nnUioo barrels per day (Wd) into the third quarter of 1992. But 
Kuwaiti CHI Munster Hatnond AbcHla A1 Rooba told reporters there 
would be uo limits on the emirate’s output as it rebuilt industry after the 
devastation of die Gulf war. Delegates said Saudi Arabia, the worfcTs 
largest erode exporter with more than a third of OPEC’s output had 
wanted to raise production to help markets to prepare for what is Iflrdy to 
be brisk demand in the fourth quarter of the year. Iran, OPEC’s 
second-largest producer, argued vigourously awiny raising the output 
ceiling until paces got closer to the J21 target. Em OPEC’s two biggest 
powers signed die current deal which included the *amc formal reserva- 
tions they expressed m February when OPEC set an official output ceding 
of just under 23 million WcL 
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Assad: Israel Is blocking peace 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad said Friday his 
country was adhering to the Mkldk East peace process despite obstacles 
placed by brad. Mr. Assad’s remarks came in talks with visiting 
Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans, who arrived in Damascus 
earlier in the day on a visit that lasted a few bouts. The official Syrian 
Arab News Agency quoted Mr. Assad as saying “Syria, which opened the 
door for the peace process, adheres to this process, despite difficulties and 
obstacles placed by- Israel on the road to a just and comprehensive peace 
based on U.N. resolutions. The Syrian leader said the peace process had 
“uncovered false allegations of the Israeli rulers vis-a-vis their keenness 
about peace." Mr. Evans is on a Middle East tour that has taken him to 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Israel Turkey and Iran. In Amman, Mr. Evans 
told reporters that a settlement to the problem of Palestinian refugees 
could be achieved “either by their return to their land, or by giving them 
compensation.” (see story below), - 
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; Kurdish 
Headers 
? negotiate 
■coalition 


: ' - -'»£ SHAQLAWA (AP) — With 
' c - : moderate leader Massoud Baxza- 

" ni leading with a slight margin in 
'- r L.v.' 0)e Iraqi Kurds’ fint free elec- 
“• ;<:-£[ tion, he and his chief rival met 
Friday to discuss sharing power. 
> An aide to Jalal Talabani, Mr. 

. ... •"/ BaizanTs competitor for the sup- 
reme leadership of the Kurds, 
j:- y - said Mr. Barzani was leading by 
~ ' : *‘ n 3 about. 13, 000 votes. He did not 
say how many had been counted. 
“This will not give him even a 
' - single extra seat in the partia- 

, ' ■' i.. ment” over'Mr. Talabani’s party, 
foe official said. 

"-.<i . . An estimated 12. milli on Iraqi 
Kurds voted on Tuesday to elect 
a single leader and a parliament. 

. g. ' Seven parties entered the contest, 
j ". led by Mr. Baxzani’s Kurdistan 
•'* Democratic Party (IQ5F) and Mr. 
Talabani’s Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

’ . - The two are divided on bow to 

. deal with Baghdad, with Mr. 
-V Barzani preferring to reach an 
. .. autonomy agreement, and Mr. 
Talabani insisting on foe right of 
self-determination . 

The Kurds ' have controlled a 
: strip of northern Iraq since last 
.. summer, when they were reset- 
tied by a U.S.-led military force. 

. About 1.5 million Kurds had fled 
- after the collapse of their rebel- 
bon against Baghdad following 
: the Gulf war. 

The elections had been aimed 
at ending the political bickering 

- ~ that has hurt the Kurd’s efforts to 

govern themselves. 

But it was not dear tire vote' 
would succeed in doing that. 
Concerned about a split parlia- 
■ - ment, Mr. Barzani and Mr. Tala- 
" bam have been negotiating since 
. _ Wednesday. 

“What we need is a grand 
coalition, and nothing else,” said 
. foe PUK of official in Shaqlawa 
CnCG on Friday after Mr. Barzani and 
Mr. Talabani met with top aides. 
v ' ’ Complicating matters, each 
r c £>* ’31: leader controls tens of thousands 
of fiercely loyal armed guerrillas. 
Kurds traditionally have followed 

- dan ties and have had no experi- 
euce of democarcy. 

Iran cleric calls for 
. Haj demonstrations 

NICOSIA (AP) — A senior Ira- 
.. man cleric Friday called for an 
' V. anti-Western rally at the pilgriro- 
. age to Saadi Arabia, despite 
Iran’s official efforts to stop such 
protests. Some 402 people, most- 
ly Iranian pilgrims, were killed in 
.. a confrontation with Saudi police 
. during such a “denunciation of 
r . pagans” protest In 1987. AyatoL 
; lah Abdul Karim Mnsavi Axdebi- 
.. H, the former chief justice, told 
•' worshippers in Tehran that the 
^Haj would be incomplete without 
a ^protests, “the issue of denounc- 
S r 5- ing pagans at the Haj most not be 
forgotten, because a Haj without 
r ‘ - : ' v denunciation is not a Haj,*” 
Tehran Radio quoted Ayatollah 
Ardebili as saying. 

U.S. cuts strength of 
overseas bases 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. military will reduce opera- 

• tions or dose installations at 61 
additional rites in Europe and 
two in Sooth Korea, the govern- 

- ment announced Friday. . The 
largest site affected in Europe is 

• Peden Barracks in Wertbeim, 

- Germany, which is ending opera- 
tions. Two other German rites. 
Pond Barracks in Am berg a nd 
Robinson Barracks in Stuttgart, 
are being reduced, the Defence 
Department said. Tbc European 

t reductions will affect some 6,000 
military personnel, 800 U.S. dvi- 
tians and 2 ,500 local nationals. 

„• Ihe changes in South Korea, 

• where operations will be ended or 
reduced at Songso and Camp 
Ames, will affect 246 nriKtaiy 
positions, six U.S. civilians, and 
257 local nationals, the statement 
said. 
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Brandt ‘doing well’ 

COLOGNE, Germany (R) — 
Former West German Cha n cellor 
Willy Brandt was doing well on 
f Friday after undergoing an opera- 
' tion to remove tumours from his 
colon, a hospital spokesman said. 
Wolfgang Mathias of the Cologne 
University dime said the opera- 
tion was successful. 


Lebanese bury their dead 
vowing to avenge Israeli raid 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Artillery 
duels rocked South Lebanon Fri- 
day while angry mourners, vow- 
ing swift revenge, buried victims 
of Israel’s bloodiest air raids 
against resistance targets this 
year. 

Police said Israeli and allied 
militia gunners pounded the 
southeastern villages of Masb- 
gfaara and ‘Ain Al Tineh with 
Howitzer fire, killing one and 
wounding three civ ilians. 

Security sources said the guer- 
rillas fired 100 Soviet-made 
Katyusha rockets and 120- 
mi Unnetre shells into the 15- 
kilometre deep zone held by 
Israeli troops and foe allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. 

Associated Press reporter But- 
ros Wanna in Maijayoun said 
hundreds of residents huddled in 
basements and bomb shelters. 

A communique released m 
Beirut by foe HizboDah move- 
ment said its guerrillas were lock- 
ed in “savage combat” with foe 
Israelis and SLA militiamen in 
the eastern sector of zone. It said 
foe guerrillas repulsed an attempt 
by foe Israelis to punch north of 
the zone, but gave no details. 

The artillery exchanges marked 
a fourth day of hostilities between 
tiie Israelis and Hizbollah. 

They came a day after Israeli 
air force jets blasted Hizbollah 
bases in two separate raids in east 
Lebanon’s Bekaa .Valley and the 


south. 

Police put foe final casualty 
figure of the two raids at 13 tolled 
and 25 wounded, foe heaviest 
single-day toll in Isarel’s nine air 
strikes in Lebanon this year. 

The jets attacked a nnKtary 
training base near the Bekaa vil- 
lage of Janta, dose to the Syrian 
bonier, in foe morning. They hit 
three Hizbollah strongholds in 
South Lebanon before sundown. 

Funeral processions organised 
by Hizbollah were held for foe 
victims in Beirut’s southern slums 
and in foe Bekaa city of Baalbek. 

“The martyrs shall be 
avenged” and “vengeance will be 
quid:” chanted mourners as they 
wound through the dusty alley- 
ways of south Beirut, carrying the 
coffins of four victims killed in 
the south. 

In Baalbek, mourners shouted 
similar slogans during a funeral 
procession for seven victims — 
six Hizbollah fighters and an Ira- 
nian cameraman working for 
Tehran’s state television. 

The cameraman, identified as 
Bahrouz Sal ah Abbour, was film- 
ing the rubble of the Janta base 
when five delayed action bombs 
dropped by the Israeli jets ex- 
ploded two hours after tire raid, 
police said. 

They said the Iranian man was 
the only media representative 
allowed by HizboDah fighters to 
enter the base after the raid. His 


Yemeni president pledges 
niulti-party democracy 


SANA (AP) — Preridoat Ah 
Abdullah Saleh pledged Friday to 
- push ahead with democratic re- 
form,. despite a wave of political 
assassinations and sabotage rode- ' 
ing the country. 

In a statement marking foe 
second a nnive rsary of the merger 
of North and South Yemen, Mr. 
Saleh stressed that foe govern- 
ment will continue preparations 
for parliamentary elections and 
'foe creation of a multi-party sys- 
tem. 

“Conspiracies by hostile forces 
that do not want to see Yemen 
pursue its free democratic choice 
are at work behind what we are 
witnessing of strange phenomena 
alien to the values of our Yemeni 
people,” he said. 

The state was determined “to 
guarantee the suitable atmos- 
phere for free elections,” he said 
of the elections. 


Under the merger agreement, 
elections were to be held within a 
period of 30 months, ending In 
November. However, differences 
between the two parties that 
ruled the North and South remain 
and an exact date has yet to be 
fixed. 

One of the problems has been a 
demand by the conservative 
northerners that the new con- 
stitution condone Islamic law as 
foe only source of legislation. The 
southerners, largely Marxists, re- 
ject that. 

Mr. Saleh listed among “posi- 
tive transformations” following 
the merger, the emergence of 
new parties and newspapers re- 
flecting various political views in 
tiie past two years. 

But “political blackmailing that 
is targeting our multi-party sys- 
tem,” he said, without elaborat- 
ing. 


body was to be flown later to 
Tehran for burial. 

Two civilians killed in the 
attacks were buried separately in 
their native towns near South 
Lebanon’s port city of Tyre. 

Angry Hizbollah fighters swore 
to wipe out foe Jewish state at 
any cost. 

“We tell all those Jews who 
came to Israel: ‘You’ll be sorry 
because we're waiting for you and 
what is coming will be worse’,” 
Sheikh Subhi Tofaili, a Hizbollah 
leader, told mourners in Baalbek. 

“Our war will continue until 
foe liberation of all the land ... 
the enemy will bow to the power 
and determination of the Islamic 
Resistance. We are waiting for 
the enemy throughout the 
world.” 

Sheikh Tofaili warned Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi’s government 
against “succumbing to U.S. and 
Israeli pressure to crack down on 
foe resistance movement.” 

“If the government knuckles 
under it wOl be brought down by 
the wrath of the people,” Said 
Sheikh Tofaili. 

Lebanon was lodging a com- 
plaint against the Israeli air 
assaults with the U.N. Security 
Council. The raid on Janta, 120 
kilometres north of Israel, was 
the deepest into Lebanon this 
year. 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. admits 
3 ex- Yugoslav 
republics 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Hie three former Yugoslav 
republics of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Croatia and Slovenia were admit- 
ted to the United Nations on 
Friday and were immediately told 
the world body was committed to 
defending them against aggres- 
sion. 

Their admission by acclama- 
tion raised the membership of the 
world body to 178. The United 
Nations had 51 members when it 
was founded in 1945. 

Assembly President Samir Shi- 
habi of Saadi Arabia, in welcom- 
ing the new members, said their 
admhmon was “an affirmation by 
tb& international community of 
its commitment to safeguard the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Abbas Musawi wins Jordan Rally 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Qatar’s Abbas Musa- 
wi and co-driver Bernard Smith 
drove tbeir Toyota Ceiica GT4 to 
victory in this year's Jordan Rally 
with a timing of 3 boors 46 minutes 
51 seconds, according to prctimin- 
ary results announced Friday, 
shortly after the two-day event 
ended. 

Abbas, Sahnawi (Bagheera) of 
Lebanon with co-driver Naji 
Stephan in a Ford Siena Cosworth 
came in second with a time of 3 
hours 54 minotes 17 seconds. 

Dimi trios Mavropoulos of Cyp- 
rus and co-driver Andreas Christ- 
odoulides, also in a Fond Sierra 
Cosworth, finished third within a 
time of 4:05:54. 

Musawi had a commanding lead 
throughout the rally, and bad the 


best leading times in most special 
stages. Mavropoulos was trailing 
Musawi is second place until the 
I8th special stags at Hasa. 

Bagheera scored the best leading 
time m the 19th stage at Hafira B 
and jumped to second position in 
the overall standings, which be 
managed to keep until the end,' 
leaving Mavropoulos to settle for 
third after he suffered a puncture 
in that stage. 

Saudi Arabia's Mamduh 
Khayyat, finished fourth with a 
time of 4:20d)8 while Andreas 
Tsouloftas came in fifth with a time 
of 4:25:35. 

Others fin«lwng the rally in- 
cluded Syria's Modar Al Assad, 
who finished first in group N and 
sixth overall. Carls Komodromos 
of Cyprus, Jordan’s Maiwan Abu 
Hamad, who finished eighth over- 
all. Adel Metdi of Lebnon, Jor- 
dan’s Majdi Al JaDad. Mahmoud 


Komok, Saleh Al Baba and Naser 
Buscami, Hfsham Al Abyad of 
Lebanon, Jordan’s Remoo Pletfel, 
MHand Mazonec of Czechoslova- 
kia and Khaled Mina of Jbrdan. 

Only 17 cars of 40 starters 
finished the rally. 

The rally, organised by foe 
Royal Automobile Chib of Jordan 
(RACJ) as the second round of the 
Middle East rally championship, 
23 teams in groups A and S whose 
results qualify for the Middle East 
Championship. There were also 24 
competitors horn Jordan, includ- 
ing two women’s teams. 

Forty crews representing Cyp- 
rus. Lebanon, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Syria, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Czechoslovakia and Jordan 
competed over a period of two 
days’ covering a distance of 975 
kilometres and 21 special states. 
(See eartter story on page 6). 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are officials upon tbeir return borne Friday (Petra 
received by Prince Abdnffah Ben Al Hnssein and photo) 
other members of the Royal family and senior 

King and Queen return home 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor returned borne 
Friday after working visits to 
the Netherlands and Britain, 
during which foe King held 
talks with senior Dutch and 
British officials on bilateral re- 
lations and the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East. 

In Holland, King Hussein 
held talks with the Dutch 
prime minister on bilateral re- 


lations and means of further 
developing them as weD as the 
Middle East peace process. 
The King also delivered a lec- 
ture at a special symposium on 
balances of powers in the nine- 
ties, held in the Hague last 
week. 

In London, King Hussein 
held talks with British Prime 
Minister John Major and Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd on bilateral relations and 


foe general situations in foe 
Midfoe East region in addition 
to developments of the Middle 
East peace talks. 

King Hussein also met with 
the Jordanian embassy staff in 
London, the military attache 
and the Jordanian information 
office staff. 

In comments upon return 
home. King Hussein affirmed 

(Continued on page 5) 


Nationalists win Nablus vote 


NABLUS, occupied West Bank 
(R) — Backers of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
soundly defeated Islamic fun- 
damentalists on Friday in a hotly 
contested election in Nablus. 

Nationalists linked to the PLO 
won nine of foe 12 positions on 
the board of the NaMus Chamber 
of Commerce in a vote consi- 
dered a test of strength for 
Palestinian political groups. Isla- 
mic list candidates won the re- 
maining three seats. 

“This is a victory for the 
Nationalist Bloc which foe PLO 
backs and for foe line that sup- 
ports the peace process,” Basel 
Kanaan, one of the nine winning 
candidates, told Reuters. 

Israel has not allowed municip- 
al elections in the occupied West 


Jewish 
student 
stabbed in 
Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Jewish seminary 
student was stabbed in Arab East 
Jerusalem on Friday, apparently 
by a Palestinian teenager, police 
and radio reports said. 

Police said the motives for foe 
attack were not known. 

The victim was in stable condi- 
tion at a Jerusalem hospital, the 
hospital's medical director told 
Israel Radio. 

He was walking alone from the 
walled Old Gty towards nearby 
Prophets’ Street when be felt a 
stab in the shoulder, police said. 

“He polled the kirife out.... 
and continued to walk slowly, 
slowly to the Prophets' Street 
intersection,” a police spokesman 
told the radio. A passer-by 
helped him get to foe hospital. 

Police said they were searching 
for foe assailant, but that no 
arrests had been made. Israel 
Radio said the attacker was de- 
scribed as an Arab in his late 
teens. 


Bank or Gaza Strip since 1976, 
leaving polls like chamber of 
commerce votes as barometers of 
PLO and Islamic strength. 

Since last year when Israel 
allowed Palestinians to stag# 
chamber of commerce elections 
in foe occupied territories, votes 
have been held in three West 
Bank cities and one m foe Gaza 
Strip. 

The nationalist victory in Nab- 
lus, the West Bank's second 
largest city after Arab East Jeru- 
salem, was a setback for Islamic 
fundamentalists after two pre- 
vious wins against PLO suppor- 
ters. 

More than 1,700 businessmen 
of 1,875 eligible cast ballots in the 
Nablus election, which was held 
Thursday with counting through 


the night. The highest-placed 
Islamic candidate came seventh. 

Nationalists and fundamental- 
ists, though insisting the poll was 
focused on business, acknow- 
ledged they sought support for 
their political views. 

Nationalists, who back the cur- 
rent Israeli- Arab peace talks, 
have said they want to use the 
chamber of commercfe to help 
build the Palestinian economy. 

“Islamic candidates, who 
oppose the U.S.-brokered talks, 
say they want to prevent accept- 
ance of Israeli proposals for li- 
mited self-rule in foe occupied 
territories. They want an Islamic 
state covering Israel and the 
occupied territories. 

(Continued on page 5) 


France, Germany invite 
others to join Euro-army 


LA ROCHELLE, France (R) — 
France and Germany took a sym- 
bolic step towards creating a 
European army Friday, estab- 
lishing a joint corps and inviting 
European Community partners 
to join. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
and Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
approved a timetable for making 
the 35-40,000 strong corps oper- 
ational by 1995. 

In a joint declaration, the two 
countries said: 

“The establishment of this 
corps will contribute to giving the 
European union its own military 
capability and show the will of 
participating states to assume re- 
sponsibility in matters of security 
and maintaining peace within foe 
framework of a European union 
inducting in foe long term a com- 
mon defence policy.” 

In an attempt to reassure the 
United States and some pro- 
American NATO allies which 
had criticised the project, the 
statement said: “The European 
Corps will contribute to reinforc- 
ing the Atlantic alliance.” ' 

The three missions of foe force 
will be joint defence . of the 


NATO allies, operations of main- 
tain and restore peace and hum- 
nitarian action. 

In deference to Germany’s 
limits on the use of its army 
beyond NATO's borders, the 
document said the mission would 
respect national constitutional 
limhs. 

The two countries also stressed 
that contributions to the joint 
fores would not affect existing 
commitments to other organisa- 
tions. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney had voiced concern that 
the German troops in foe corps 
should not 1 be subtracted from 
NATO command. 

German Defence Minister Vol- 
ker Ruche said the corps’ multi- 
national headquarters would be 
established on July 1 in foe east- 
ern French border city of Stras- 
bourg. 

It will be the first time German 
officers have been stationed on 
French soil since World War II, 
although the actual fighting units 
— a French armoured division 
and two German mechanised bri- 
gades — will be based in Ger- 


Evans ends 
‘fruitful’ 
visit to 
Jordan 

By P.V.VivefcaiuuKl 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Australian Foreign 
Minister Gareth Evans left Am- 
man Friday after a 24-hour visit 
described as having contributed 
significantly to expanding bilater- 
al relations and economic coop- 
eration in addition to a frank 
exchange of views on the political 
level. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber, who saw off Senator Evans, said 
the talks held during the visit were 
“fruitful and successfuly” and that 
Jordan and Australia “exchanged 
views on the issues of the Middle East 
and problems facing the region.” 

Mr. Evans, who left for Syria on 
the last leg of a Middle East tour, 
voiced Australia’s appreciation of 
Jordan's role in the regional peace 
process and support for the King- 
dom's position. 

During his stay in Amman, the 
Australian minister held talks with 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Dr. Abu Jaber 
and a Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) delegation. 

Reviewed during the separate 
meetings were the Middle East peace 
process, Jordanian-Australian and 
Palestinian-Australian relations. 

Mr. Evans briefed the Jordanian 
and Palestinian sides on the outcome 
of his visit to Israel and the occupied 
territories and reaffirmed Australia’s 
backing for the Arab- Isa reli peace 
process. 

Australian Ambassador to Jordan 
Bob Bowker said Jordan did not 
request Australia to undertake any 
“specific action” vis-a-vis the peace 
effort! but “made certain sugges- 
tions” as to what Sydney could do to 
contribute to the peace process. 

Australia, which is known to be 
seeking a higher profile role In the 
Middle East, has not taken a decision 
yet to participate in the broader 
multilateral phase of the peace pro- 
cess involving arms control, the en- 
vironment, water resources, econo- 
mic development and the problem of 
refugees. “The matter is under re- 
view,” the a m b a ssador told the Jor- 
dan Times." 

In general, Mr. Evans' visit to 
Jordan “helped significantly in en- 
hancing bilateral relations and the 
continuing political contacts between 
the two rides," Mr. Bowker said. 

“Australia appreciates the Jorda- 
nian role in die peace process and 
Jordan reaffirmed that it would con- 
tinue to contribute positively to peace 
in the region," he added. 

Australia's views towards the 
Arab-Israeli conflict were outlined by 
Mr. Evans in comments he made 
upon arrival here Thursday as well as 
in Egypt and Israel in the earlier 
stages of his current Middle East 
tour, which also took him to Iran and 
Lebanon. 

He expressed Australia's support 
for U.N. General Assembly Resolu- 
tion 194 which enshrines the Palesti- 
nians’ right of return. A settlement to 
the problem of refugees shouldi be 
achieved through “either by their 
return to their land or by giving them 
compensation," he said, adding that 
the issue should be discussed in the 
course of the peace negotiations. 

The U.S. sparked a row with Israel 
earlier this month when it said it 
supported Resolution 194, which the 
Jewish state rejects. 

Australia is a regular contributor to 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), which offers ser- 
vices to the Palestinian refugees scat- 
tered in die Middle East. 

Mr. Evans, who also met with a 
PLO delegation in Cairo, said the 
situation of the Palestinians living in 
the occupied West Bank and flaw 
Scrip was “saddening” and under- 
(Contmued on page 5) 


Concern mounts over spiralling inter- Palestinian violence and its impact 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

IN A MOVE to stem acts of. 
violence among Palestinians 
and to preserve national unity, 
the Palestine Liberation Oigat- 
nisation (PLO) leadership has 
urged the Unified Command 
of the Intifada to dedare “a 
pact of honour”, among the 
various political factions in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The move, contained in a letter 
addressed to the Unified Com- 
mand of the Trttifartfl by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, also in- 
volved a declaration erf a ban cm 
kilKng * and acts of violence as 
means to settle rifts among the 
various factions. 

The PLO's call came amid grow- 
ing dcnpnds by prominent Palesti- 
nian leaders front foe occupied 


territories to stop the (riflings of 
suspected collaborators and rising 
concern that political rivalry is 
umiermimiig foe almost five-year- 
old intifada. 

In ao unprecedented open critic- 
ism, the. chief Palestinian: nego- 
tiator, Dr. Haidar Abdul Shaft, 
condemned foe killing of suspected 

collaborators describing it as “an 
unjustifiable act” ■' 

Dr. Abdul Staffs comments re- 
flected widespread resentment of 
foe Iciiimg a which were gradually 
being used to settle political and 
even personal differences. In some 
cases innocent people were killed 
without any investigation into 
allegations tint they collaborated 
with the Israeli authorities. 

Furthermore, some of the kill- 
ings were apparently perpetrated 
by religious zealots - gainst indi- 
viduals who indulged in alcohol, 
drugs or other “unmoral activi- 
ties.” 

Investigation findings reported 


to the PLO leadership in Tonis 
over foe last three yean also 
showed that the reasons for the 
itiUmgs were extremely ahsurd and 
had no political relevance at all. In 
one incident that happened two 
years ago, a professional, re- 
portedly a phyriaan, was ItiDed for 
watching “obscene” video films — 
i.e. either pornography or films 

with sexually explicit scenes. 

Souk Palestinian political obser- 
vers fear that if the spate of triflings 
does not stop it could either, en- 
courage broader-scafe attacks by 
religious extremists secu- 

lars or/and give way to an escala- 
tion of violence as a means of 
settling political differences be- 
tween supporters and opponents of 
foe peace talks with Israel. 

There is also concern that if the 
killings are not stopped or even 
banned by the leadeifoip, then 
extremists, ' either religious or 
nationalist, or even Israeli under- 
cover agents, will use the recurr- 


ence of such incidents to tiy to 
assassinate members of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team. 

In an effort to narrow the rift, 
Mr. Arafat urged, in his letter to 
the intifada leadership last week, 
foe various factions to foster 
national unity. 

He has called on the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) to 
join the ranks of the Unified Com- 
mand of the Intifada in a gesture 
aimed al achieving national recoa- 
dhatkxi and to preempt a potential 
bloody conflict over foe peace pro- 
cess. 

But in a statement to Al Ra*i 
daily, published Friday. Hamas 
spokesman in Jordan Ibrahim 
Ghosheh implied dial his move- 
ment could not join the unified 
command while the PLO con- 
tinued to authorise Palestinian par- 
tidpatioo in foe peace process. 

”... Any form of national unity 
that does not adhere to the unity 
and sanctity of all of the Palesti- 


nian soil is unfortunately a fake 
unity,” Mr. Ghosheh said in a dear 
reference to his movement’s rejec- 
tion to any solution short of the 
liberation of all of Palestine. 

Mr. Gbosheh's reaction was the 
first by Hamas to Mr. Arafat’s 
initiative, also published in Al Ra'i 
on Friday. But it was still unclear »f 
that was the final stance of the 
Islamic movement 

Political analysts expect the in- 
itiative, if properly pursued, to at 
least launch talks among the va- 
rious factions and ease foe tension 
that has intensified since the laun- 
ching of the peace process last 
October. 

According to Palestinian activ- 
ists from the occupied territories, 
political conflicts among the PLO 
groups, mostly over peace talks, 
have turned into violent confronta- 
tions, so far cm a narrow scale, 
across the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

In most cases, where political 


verbal arguments evolved into 
fights — ftfHniffy and breaking 
into office and gathering places erf 
rival groups — mediation by senior 
officials and members of the nego- 
tiating team on succeeded in pre- 
venting the rows from widening. 

But many activists have express- 
ed fears that the sihiatioo could get 
out of control. 

In his hardhitting comments. Dr. 
Abdul Shaft, a widely respected 
75-year-old physician, warned that 
the increasing violence indicated 
that the Unified Command of the 
Intifada was losing control over the 
anti-occupation revolt. 

“It seems that that unified com- 
mand no longer exists," Dr. Abdul 
Shaft told Reuters in Gaza last 
week. 

The unified command, which 
comprises representatives of major 
Palestinian groups, is believed to 
have been remarkably weakened 
by ensuing differences over foe 
peace process and other political 


splits within the Palestinian move- ■ 
ment 

In addition to foe competition 
between Hamas, which came into 
being after the intifada started in 
December 1987, and the unified 
command to win foe allegiance of 
the Palestinian masses, the various 
groups within foe command have 
been issuing contradicatory state- 
ments creating confusion among 
the people in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

PLO officials said that foe uni- 
fied command and the PLO lead- 
ership were reassessing the tactics 
used in the intifada as criticism had 
been voiced by many Palestinians 
about outdated methods that had 
backfired and had actually worked 
popular resistance. 

A case in point are strikes, which 
are now less often used by foe 

leadership in an effort to boost foe 

economic survival and economy of 
(Con t in u ed qo py 5) 
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Middle East News 


Canada releases 
frozen Iraqi assets 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Canada became the 
seventh country to unfreeze Iraqi 
assets in the aftermath of the Gulf 
war when the Ottawa govern- 
ment announced Friday that it 
would release Iraq's frozen assets 
held in Canadian banks as part of 
a humanitarian gesture to Iraqi 
civilians. 

“Canada is committed to alle- 
viating suffering in Iraq and en- 
couraging Iraq to help itself,” 
-said Minister of Externa] Affairs 

Barbara McDougall. 

‘ “We recognise that this project 
can only make a modest contribu- 
tion to meeting the vital needs of 
;the most vulnerable groups in 
-Iraq,” Mis. McDougall said in a 
press statement issued in Ottawa 
Imade available to the Jordan 
Times. 

Mrs. McDougall approved the 
'move Thursday after a campaign 
in the local press and pressure 
from both opposition and govern- 
ment parliamentarians to have 
the assets released became 
strong. 

The frozen assets will be made 
'.available to a Canadian medical 
charity which has signed contracts 
with the Iraqi government for the 
supply of infant milk formula and 
a much-needed heart drug. 

“The unfrozen funds will be 
used to purchase 400 metric ton- 
-nes of intent formula and 250,000 
.bottles of a heart drag, Isosorbite 
Dinitrate," read the release. 

- A two-million dollar humanita- 
rian aid package was put together 
by Canadian physician Eric Hos- 
kins, a Rhodes scholar and coor- 
dinator of the Harvard Study 
Team. 

- Dr. Hoskins will supervise the 
purchase and delivery of the 
humanitarian supplies which are 
being co-ordinated by Global Ed- 
Med supplies, a Canadian non- 
governmental organisation pro- 
viding humanitarian assistance to 


emergencies throughout the 

worid. 

Responding to Canada's re- 
lease of the Iraqi assets. Dr. 
Hoskins said: “As Canadians, we 
can all be proud of this expression 
of concern for the children of 
Iraq.” 

Dr. Hoskins, who. has led six 
humanitarian relief missions to 
Iraq in the post-war period, said 
he hoped Canada's example 
would be followed by others. 
“Release of these tends will save 
countless civilian lives in Iraq,” 
he said. 

“It is unfair to make civilians 
pay the price of war; if we can 
relieve their suffering we 
should,” said Dr. Hoskins. 

“Hopefully, there will be a 
domino effect and some of the 
other Western countries that 
have substantial amounts of 
money to unfreeze will also begin 
unfreezing Iraqi frozen assets,” 
he added. 

Compared to Iraqi frozen 
assets worldwide the assets in 
Canada are but a drop in the 
bucket, since the assets in Canada 
do not exceed $2 million. Frozen 
Iraqi assets worldwide are esti- 
mated at $4 billion, most of which 
are in the U.S., France and Bri- 
tain. 

To date Britain has released 
$127 million, Switzerland $100 
million, Germany $50 million, 
Greece $1 million, Cyprus about 
$1 million and Italy $11 million. 

Dr. Hoskins pointed out that 
the unfreezing of Iraqi assets m 
foreign countries was approved 
by the United Nations on May 15, 
1991, when the chairman of die 
Sanctions Committee issued an 
official document indicating that 
“to unfreeze Iraqi assets for the 
(humanitarian) purpose specified 
in paragraph 20 of Resolution 681 
(1991) ... would not constitute a 
violation of the relevant security 
council resolution.” 

Iraq still has frozen assets in 
over 30 countries. 


Hekmatyar, Dostum forces 
fight despite agreement 


KABUL (AP) — Fighting broke 
out Friday between forces led by 
a renegade guerrilla leader and 
northern militia troops, following 
an agreement by rival factions to 
work out their political problems 
peacefully. 

Loud blasts and machinegun 
fire echoed through the capital, 
but government officials said the 
conflict was limited to a small 
area south of the city and did not 
"pose a serious security threat. 

• The disturbance followed 
clashes last Thursday that left 10 
people either dead or wounded, 
said Ghairat Baheer, a spokes- 
man for Hezb-e-hdami, one of the 
waning parties and a signatory of 
the agreement. 

Mr. Makhabuddin, an official 
in the office of the interim Islamic 
government leadership council, 
said Hezb-e-Islami forces were 
fighting with a northern militia 
group led by Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum, a general under the now- 
deposed communist regime. 

One of General Dostum's 
fighters claimed the fighting 
started Thursday afternoon just 
hours after warring rebel groups 
agreed to hah their battles for the 
war- weary capital. 

But one of Hezb-e-Islami's re- 
bels on the front line denied the 
accusation and accused Gen. 
Dostum of trying to sabotage the 
agreement to bring peace to 
Afghanistan. He said Dostnm 
-fighters lobbed mortars into vil-‘ 
lages, killing at least two civilians 
and wounding three as well as 
destroying scores of homes and 
shops. 

“Hezb-e-Islami is not firing 
back because there is an agree- 
ment. Dostum doesn't want an 
agreement. His soldiers say ‘what 


agreement? we have- lots of 
guns',” be said. 

Gnlbuddifl Hekmatyar, the re- 
negade fundamentalist leader of 
Hezb-e-Islami. and bis rival. De- 
fence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood, agreed on a five-point 
peace plan Thursday to bring 
peace to the new Islamic Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan. 

Mr. Hekmatyar and Mr. 
Masood, who battled a succession 
of Soviet-installed governments 
for 14 years, are both seeking to 
dominate the new Islamic regime 
established last month. 

Both men have allied them- 
selves with members of the for- 
mer communist regime, once led 
by President Najibullah, who was 
stripped of power and is believed 
to be hiding in Kabul. 

Mr. Masood is dose to several 
generals in the former army, par- 
ticularly Gen. Dostum, while 
Hekmatyar is allied with mem- 
bers of the former defence and 
interior ministries. 

Mr. Hekmatyar says bell only 
join the government if Gen. Dos- 
tum withdraws his forces from the 
dty. Under Thursday’s agree- 
ment, they agreed to solve their 
problems peacefully and to aban- 
don their alliances with former 
government officials. 

They also agreed to withdraw 
their forces which have been fac- 
ing each other across kflometre- 
long no man’s land for the past 
month. Clashes between the two 
have left scores dead the hun- 
dreds wounded. 

In addition, the pact would 
establish a neutral buffer zone, 
patrolled by a peacekeeping force 
under the command of a 31- 
member peace council of rebel 
commanders and dergy. 
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Yitzhak Rabin 


Rabin 

counters 

breakdown 

charge 


“The public must judge 
whether Rabin can stand up to 
this. We believe he can’t and that 
the past proves this.” 

But Mr. Rabin’s spokesman 
Gad Ben-Ari countered: “We see 
these techniques as a sinking 
Likud trying to play the only card 
it has left to play.” 

The interview was Mr. Rabin's 
first detailed discussion of allega- 
tions he was mentally unstable 
since Ezer Weizman, his deputy 
chief of staff, wrote in a' 1974 
book that be stood in for Mr. 
Rabin during his breakdown. 


In the interview Mr. Rabin said 
be Celt personally responsible for 
the “threats” Israel faced from 
the Arabs before the war which 
began on June 5. 1967. 

He felt worse after seeking the 
views of Israel's first prime minis- 
ter, the retired David Ben- 
Gurion, who was. angry at Mr, 
Rabin and Prime Minister Levi 
Eshkol for mobilising army reser- 
vists. 


“(Ben-Gurion) saw that as a 
cause for war. He thought it was a 
serious mistake,'’ Mr. Rabin said. 
“He in fact said: *You created "the 
cause for war, not the Egyptians, 
not the deterioration of the situa- 
tion’. He was very angry.” 

Mr. Rabin said he had not slept 
for neatly nine days, was eating 
little and chain-smoking. He felt 
frail and fatigued. “All this brings 
me to a deep emotional distress,” 
Mr. Rabin said of his feelings at 
the time. 
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PLO says film proves 
Israeli death squads 


TEL AVIV (R) — Opposition 
leader Yitzhak Rabin, his elec- 
tion campaign dogged by ques- 
tions of character, has given his 
first tell account of his break- 
down while army chief on the eve 
of the 1967 Arab-Israeii war. 

In an interview published in the 
Hadashot newspaper on Friday, 
the 70-year-old Labour Party 
leader admitted closeting himself 
for 24 hours of “deep emotional 
distress” 12 days before the war 
began. 

He said he got an injection to 
help him sleep but railed the 
episode a “mishap" since 
dwarfed by 25 years of public 
service. He later led Israel to 
occupy the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip, Sinai and tbe Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Rabin gave the interview 
to counter attacks by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s Likud 
Party which also accused him of 
drinking too much. Mr. Rabin 
dismissed the heavy drinking 
charge as “just plain nonsense.” 

Opinion polls show Mr. Rabin, 
prime minister from 1974-76. has 
tee best chance in 15 years of 
defeating Likud in a June 23 
election. He recaptured Labour’s 
leadership from Shimon Peres 
three months ago. 

Likud spokesman Yossi 
Ahimetr defended his party’s re- 
vival of the 1967 charges, telling 
Reuters: “Rabin is contending 
for the premiership, a position 
that requires a man who can 
stand up to. stress and great press- 
ures.” 


AMMAN (AP) — Tbe Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
said Thursday that it has a film 
showing Israeli death squads in 
action in the occupied territories. 

Copies of tiie film will be sent 
to members of the U.N. Security 
Council and U.S. Congress, PLO 
spokesman Bassam Abu Sharif 
told the Associated Press in Am- 
man from PLO headquarters in 
Tunis. 

The film, Mr. Abu Sharif said 
in a faxed statement, "proves 
beyond doubt the terrorist activi- 
ties of these death squads.” 

He said later in a telephone 
interview the footage shows a 
death squad “wearing Palestinian 
clothes attacking an Arab Palesti- 
nian bouse.” 

“It also shows an injured 
Palestinian while the squad is 
firing on him,” Mr. Abu Sharif 
said. “This is the first time we 
were able to have a documented 
film on these terrorist squads.” 

He said the Israeli government 


formed the squads from members 
of the special forces, and they 
dress in Arab uniforms to infil- 
trate Palestinian groups in tbe 
occupied territories. 

“They ■ then assassinate tbe 
activists resisting the occupa- 
tion,” the PLO spokesman said. 

The Israeli army acknowledges 
using special undercover units 
disguised as Arabs to hunt 
Palestinians but denies accusa- 
tions that they operate as death 
squads. 

Controversy over such accusa- 
tions was heightened last month 
after an Israeli couple said they, 
saw soldiers shoot arid wound two 
Palestinians without warning as 
the Arabs were painting slogans 
on a wall in a West Bank village. 

Mr. Abu Sharif said the Amer- 
ican legislators should adopt a 
standard approach to human 
rights, noting that previous mea- 
sures called for blocking aid to 
countries with proven human 
rights violations. 


U.N. says Iraq appears 
to have destroyed Scuds 


BAGHDAD (R) — A team of 
U.N. inspectors left Baghdad on 
Friday saying Iraq appeared to 
have told the truth last March 
when it said it had secretly des- 
troyed scores of Scud missiles. 

The 11-man team led by Amer- 
ican Tom Brock spent nine days 
checking Iraq's claims that it un- 
ilaterally destroyed the missies 
and equipment used in their pro- 
duction. 

“We've had a very good task. 
We’ve achieved our mission and 
objective,” Mr. Brock told repor- 
ters in Baghdad before his depar- 
ture. 

The mission was part of a 
United Nations endeavour to 
verify an Iraqi declaration made 
last March that it unilaterally 
dismantled scores of its Scud mis- 
siles and related production facili- 
ties. 

Mr. Brock did not say whether 
the U.N. had fully verified Iraq’s 
claim. But he said: “What weVe 
seen pretty much goes well with 
the declaration.” 

“Some of the. number of items 
were destroyed and it was a little 
difficult to recognise,” tee U.N. 
specialist added. 

traq-fias not yet delivered a 
promised final dossier on its 


weapons of mass destruction. But 
Mr. Brock said his Iraqi counter- 
parts told him it was either being 
prepared or ready to be pre- 
sented. 

Tbe items the U.N. experts 
tried to examine included parts of 
machinery for the production of 
ballistic missiles and components 
for Scud-type rockets. 

They are among the long list of 
items — missiles, launch vehicles 
and equipment — Iraq says it has 
destroyed without U.N. supervi- 
sion since the Gulf war. 

The destruction of many items 
on the list declared in March has 
already been confirmed by U.N. 
inspectors. 

The list included 89 extended- 
range Scud missiles and war- 
heads, four Soviet launchers, test 
and firing vehicles, 45 chemical 
warheads and chemical bombs as 
well as production- related facili- 
ties. 

Tbe task of the U.N. experts 
has been to try to verify whether 
Iraq’s declaration tallied with the 
wreckage they have been shown 
iti the past two months. 

They say they generally believe , 
Baghdad could be telling the 
truth .that it destroyed- a-large - 
number of undeclared Scuds. 


Washington calls Iraq 
cover-up claims hogwash 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush’s administra- 
tion used "one of the few tools” it 
had to restrain Iraq but did not 
throw away U.S. tax dollars on a 
1980s aid programme or attempt 
a cover-up. Deputy Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagleburger said 
Thursday. 

“We tried to contain him, (Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein). 
We did not succeed,” Mr. Eagle- 
burger told a congressional panel 
investigating U.S. - aid to Iraq 
before the Gulf war. 

A banking committee in tee 
House of Representatives called 
the bearing to delve into tbe 
administration's decision in 
November 1989 — nine months 
before Iraq invaded Kuwait — to 
offer Iraq an additional $1 billion 
in agricultural credits. Tbe credits 
are used to bolster export of U.S. 
food and farm products. 

Committee chairman Henry 
Gonzalez threatened to resort to 
subpoenas to pry information out 
of the White House about U.S. 
support of Iraq just before the 
war. 


He and other Democrats on 
tee committee said die U.S. cre- 
dits were partly to blame for 


building Iraq into a military 
threat Republicans said they 


Mr. Gonzalez scolded the 
White House for its decision last 
week refusing to turn over addi- 
tional material on grounds classi- 
fied information was being mis- 
treated. 


threat Republicans said they 
scented election-year politics. 

In the late 1980s the United 
States extended support to Iraq 
as a counterbalance to Iran and 
other unfriendly nations in tee 
Middle-East. 

In addition to questioning the 
wisdom of offering credits to 
Iraq, tee committee is exploring 
posable ties to a bank scandal in 
Atlanta and investigations that 
found illegal behaviour in the 
credit programme. 

Mr. Gonzalez has accused Mr. 
Eagleburger and National Secur- 
ity Adviser Brent Scowcroft of 
“deplorable” ethics in taking part 
in the 1989 decision on the cre- 
dits. Both men worked at Kissin- 
ger Associates, a consulting firm 
that had as a client the Atlanta 
branch of a bank that was a major 
participant in tee agricultural cre- 
dit programme. 

U.S. prosecutors say the Atlan- 
ta branch of Banca Nazionale del 
Lavoro fraudulently made $4 bil- 
lion in .loans to Iraq. 


“Tbe suggestion teat tee admi- 
nistration has sought to cover up 
its policy toward Iraq is simply 
not true,” Mr. Eagleburger said. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran ‘can buy reactor from anywhere? 


NEW DELHI (R) — Iran said on Friday it bad 1 plenty of cash' to 
buy atomic power equipment despite a: U.S. ban and denied 
approached India for a 10-megawatt reactor test year. A spokesman 
at Iran’s embassy in New Delhi denied, reports that Foreign 
Minister AH Akbar Velayati had discussed the reactor during a visit 
to India this week. “We never approached India, for any reactor, 
now or ever,” the spokesman said, adding: “Iran has^eaough 
money to buy a nuclear reactor from anywhere in tbe wodkL “We 


Cyprus turns to Russia for arms 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
State Department official has 
assured the head of tbe Sudanese 
National Islamic Front, Dr. Has- 
san Al Tuxabi, teat the United 
States does not object to Islam or 
to groups that make Islam part of 
their political platform. 

The ’U.S. government is “ex- 
tremely concerned,” however, by 
efforts to promote political objec- 
tives outside Sudan’s borders by 
non-democratic means, tee offi- 
cial, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for African Affairs. 
Robert Houdek, added. 

Mr. Houdek's remarks are con- 
tained in a statement released 
late Wednesday by State Depart- 
ment spokesman Margaret Tut- 
wfler following Mr. Houdek's 
meeting with Dr. Turabi, at 
which terrorism, human rights 
and the Sudanese civil war were 
discussed. 

The following is the text of the 
statement: 

' “Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for African Affairs Robert 
Houdek met with Sudanese 
National Islamic Front leader Dr. 
Hassan Al Turabi on May 20 at 
Dr. Turabi’s request. Tbe meet- 
ing was part of our ongoing dia- 
logue with prominent Sudanese 
political leaders. Mr. Houdek ex- 
pressed our strong concern re- 
garding Sudan’s policy of allow- 
ing known terrorists and terrorist 
organisations to, operate in 
Sudan/ He 'also raised human 
.rights concerns and the civil war 
in southern Sudan. 

“He assured Dr. Turabi that 
the U.S. does not object to Islam 
or to groups that make Islam part 
of their political platform. 
However, we are extremely con- 
cerned fay efforts to promote poli- 
tical objectives outside Sudan’s 
borders by non-democratic 
means. With regard to the pre- 
sence of terrorists in Sudan, he 
issued a dear warning that if 
Sudanese hospitality is abused by 
teem, Sudan will not escape re- 
sponsibility. 

“Mr. Houdek noted our se- 
rious concern over Sudan’s hu- 
man rights record, especially in 
regard to the government’s con- 
tinning forcible relocation of hun- 
dreds of thousands of displaced 
persons in the Khartoum area. 
He also urged that the govern- 
ment of Sudan allow humanita- 
rian relief flights to resume to all 
areas of southern Sudan, where 
the latest government military 
offensive has displaced thousands 
of people. 

“In regard to the continuing 
civil war .id the south, Mr. 
Houdek called for the Sudanese 
government to profit by tbe 
opportunity at the upcoming talks 
in Abuja, Nigeria, and not con- 
tinue to pursue an unachievable 
military solution.” 


Sudan fills vacant cabinet posts 


Israel likely to launch its own spy satellite 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel is likely to launch its own spy satellite 
before the end of the year, an Israeli newspaper reported Friday, 
quoting unidentified defence officials. The satellite would be tee 
third in Israel’s “Ofek” series, the Haaretz daily said. Israel has 
launched two experimental -satellites. Ofek 1 and 2, since 1988. 
Defence ministry spokesman Danny Naveh refused comment on 
the Haaretz report. The report came two days after the U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, William Harrop, complained that Israel is not 
tearing enough of its space research with tee United States. 
Newspapers said Mr. Harrop apparently was expressing Washing- 
ton’s growing displeasure over alleged Israeli efforts to build a spy 
satellite. Israeli D efepce Minister Mosbe Arens said in March 1991, 
a week after the end of tbe Gulf war, that Israel may eventually 
launch its own spy satellite. At tbe time, Israel was upset over 
Washington’s refusal to share all satellite pictures oh Iraq with tee 
Israelis. The conservative Maaxiv daily said Friday that Israel 
decided not to share space research, particularly the Ofek 
programme, because it feared leaks in the United States. The daily 
quoted unidentified defence officials. 


Kurdish protesters demand Turkey sanctions 


BRUSSELS (R) ■ More than 10,000 protesters demanding 

sanctions against Turkey for its attacks on Kurds blocked traffic for 
hours around tee European Community’s (EC) headquarters in 
Brussels on Thursday. Paramilitary police said around 10,500 
Kurds and supporters blocked main streets in the business district 
of Brussels near tee offices of the EC’s Executive European 
Commission and Council of Ministers. Witnesses, said protesters 
staged a half-hour sit-it outside the building where EC farm 
ministers were thrashing out an historic compromise to cut farm 
spending. A delegation from the demonstration also lobbied 
members of tbe nearby European Parliament. The parliament last 
month condemned excessive force by the Turkish army after more 
than 50 people died during two. days of dashes in March in the 
southeast of Turkey, where Kurdish guerrillas have been fighting 
tor a separate state. A Brussels paramilitary police spokesman said 
Thursday's demonstration was peaceful with crowds dispersing 
after several boors march in the sunshine of an unusual Belgian 
heatwave. ^ 
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need a large number of reactors for out power industry and we have 
tee money to buy them.” An Indian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said there had been “preliminary discussions” with Iran last year 
but could not say whether tee talks were followed up by Mr. 
Velayati. Mr. Velayati told Reuters he was in Delhi to retam lari 
year’s visit by India's foreign minister to Tehran bat declined to 
answer questions on the reactor. The U.S. State Department lari 
November expressed concern over reports that India was consider- 
ing selling a nuclear reactor to Iran. “The United States has urged 
all nuclear supplier countries, including India, to avoid any form of 
'nuclear cooperation with Iran, even under safeguards," State 
Department spokesman Richard Boucher said. “There is not 
adequate evidence that Iran is genuinely committed to the 
exclusively peaceful uses of nuclear energy,” he said. 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus Defence Minister Andreas Aloneftis said 
be was flying to Russia on Friday to assess a possible purchase of 
arms for bis island's 10,000-strong army. ‘The purpose of the visit is 
to evaluate tee Russian arms industry and see what possibilities 
there are for cooperation,” he told reporters before his departure. 
“The government does not want to be overdependent on only a few 
suppliers and is constantly looking for alternatives,” he said. The 
islan d has bought arms from diverse sources, inducting France, tee 
United States and Brazil, since independence from Britain in I960. 
This is the first time it has turned to tbe former Soviet Union. 
“There has been no cooperation with Russia in this field for 30 
years. We believe that prospects are very good." Mr. Aloneftis 
would not reveal what kind of weapons Cyprus. was interested in 
buying nor the amount of money involved. “We are talking about 
the needs of our defence programme as agreed by the political 
leadership earlier this year,” be said. Some 29,000 Turkish and 
Tnritisb-Cypriot troops, backed by 300 tanks, heavy artillery and 
jet fighters are deployed in a breakaway Turkish-Cypriot northern 
state. Cyprus has been effectively partitioned since 1974 when 
Turkish troops seized the north following a brief coup m Nicosia 
inspired by tbe military junta teen ruling Greece. Some 2,100 
United Nations troops patrol an island-wide buffer zone. There 
have been no dashes since the invasion. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese military leader Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir has appointed a justice minister and a minister of culture and 
information to fill vacant cabinet posts. The new justice minister 
and attorney-general is Abdullah Idris, a member of the nine-man 
delegation to peace talks with southern rebels in the Nigerian 
capital Abuja on Sunday. Mr. Idris, who was dean of the faculty of 
law at the University of Khartoum, takes tee place of Abdul Samie 
Omar, who died of a stroke in March. State television said on 
Thursday teat Lieutenant-General Bashir, who took power in 1989, 
also appointed Colonel Suleiman Mohammad Suleiman, the 
governor of central province, as minister of culture and informa- 
tion. The previous minister, Abdullah Mohammad Ahmad, lost the 
job in November last year and is now ambassador to Italy. Mr. 
Suleiman is a member of the 10-man ruling military council and was 
once head of tee. council’s information department. Another 
member of the peace talks delegation,, Angelo Beda, was named to 
tbe new postof minister of political afjjairs in the southern province 
of Equatorial Political sources said Gen. - Bashir was giving tee 
negotiators official positions to strengthen their hand in the talks. 
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Hb Royal Highness Prince Read Ben Zeid chairs a wmin a r on nr ww * donations organised by the Friends Society of the Jordan 
Eye Bank 

Seminar covers local donations for cornea transplants 


By Malta Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The director of 
the Jordan Eye Bank, Ghassan 
Jayyousi said that 101 cornea 
grafting surgeries have taken 
place in Jordan recently using 
corneas donated only by Jorda- 
nians. 

In a seminar organised by 
the Friends Society of the Jor- 
dan Eye Bank and Prevention 
of Blindness in cooperation 
with the Jordan Eye Bank enti- 
tled " Religions, Scientific and 
Legal Opinion on Corneal 
Donation” held at the Farah 
Centre of the Hussein Medical 
Centre, Thursday, Dr. 
Jayyousi said that unlike pre- 
viously, Jordan has started to 
depend on locally donated cor- 
neas. 

“Corneas taken from donors 
after death are tested and then 
preserved at the Eye Bank at 
Jordan University Hospital,” 
Dr. Jayyousi said. “Getting 
corneas from donors abroad as 
from Sri Lanka and Denmark, 
our main cornea donating 
countries, is very expensive 
and sometimes corneas were 
found damaged. Bat in the last 
few months we have taken 
donated corneas only from foc- 
al donors, who were them- 


selves donors, or whose families 
donated his or her corneas 
after death,” he said, adding 
that 50 of the cornea grafting 
surgeries took place at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital, 26 
at the Hussein Medical Centre, 
15 at the Basheer Hospital, 
eight at the Princess Basma 
Hospital and two at the Salt 
Hospital. “We have had over 
85 per cent success rate in 
these surgeries,” Dr. Jayyousi 
said, “which is defined by the 
clarity of the graft and im- 
provement in vision.” 

The chairman of the Admi- 
nistrative Board of the Friends 
Society of. the Jordan Eye 
Bank and Prevention of Blind- 
ness, His Royal Highness 
Prince Raad Ben Zeid, thank- 
ed all the families of donors 
who “donated the corneas of 
their loved ones to help 
others.” 

Prince Raad said that the 
objectives of the Friends Socie- 
ty of the Jordan Eye Bank 
include supporting the Jordan 
Eye Bank in conveying its mes- 
sage to society, encouraging 
individuals to offer post- 
deceased cornea to enable 
those who are apt to go blind 
to maintain vision, financing 
corneal grafting operations for 
poor people, publicising and 


promoting health awareness, 
supporting scientific research 
on eye disease, and coordinat- 
ing work between the society 
and the Jordan Eye Bank. 

Director of Medical Services 
at the Hussein Medical Centre 
Yussuf Qussous said that the 
Jordan Eye Bank branch 
opened in 1975 and that in 
1979, the first organised cornea 
graft operation was performed 
in Jordan. 

Dr. Jayyousi said that since 
1979, over 950 cornea grafting 
surgeries have taken place in 
Jordan. 

The purpose of the seminar 
is to call on people for more 
donations of corneas, accord- 
ing to Ahmad Shaker, the 
secretary of the Friends Socie- 
ty for the Jordan Eye Bank and 
Prevention of Blindness. 
“Donors cards are available 
for those who are-, interested 
in becoming donors,” Mr. 
Shaker said. “Jordan already 
has 12,000 cornea donors, but 
we are hoping that the num- 
bers will increase,” be said. 
“Eventually, if the number of 
donors reaches 200,000, this 
will be computer coded on 
drivers' licences,” he said. 

The recommendations 
adopted by the seminar in- 
cluded increasing the size of 


operating theatres and en- 
couraging qualified physicians 
to perform the cornea grafting 
surgeries in different govemo- 
rates- Seminar participants cal- 
led on the University of Jordan 
Hospital to train physicians in 
different areas to perform cor- 
nea grafting surgeries. 

The recommendations called 
for making a national scientific 
centre for eye diseases and 
surgeries and informing people 
of the negative effects of mar- 
riage between relatives, in- 
dicating how that could in- 
crease corneal diseases which 
are a primary cause of blind- 
ness. 

The recommendations also 
called for the updating of re- 
ports of the Friends Society of 
tire Jordan Eye Bank and Pre- 
vention of Blindness, showing 
the religious and medical pers- 
pectives of cornea donation 
and also mentioning the names 
of donors and recipients of 
corneas so that increased pub- 
licity of cornea donations is 
shown. 

The recommendations also 
mentioned the need for spe- 
cifying the cost for cornea 
grafting surgeries and taking 
measures to prevent any possi- 
bility of using cornea donatinos 
in ulterior trading purposes. 



End in sight for striking doctors 
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, Thousands of people Thursday turn oat tor the Amend of Mustafa 
: A1 Edwau, a renowned sports ma n in Jordan 

Thousands attend funeral 


AMMAN (j.T.) — Tribal chief- 
tain turned sportsman Mustafa AJ 
Edwan was Utid to rest Thursday 
in Sonth Shoneh in the Jordan 
Valley. 

Mr. Edwan died Wednesday of 
a heart attack at. A! Hussein 
Medical Centre at the age of 50. 

Sportsmen, presidents of dubs, 
tribal chiefs, government officials 
and thousands of people took 
part in the funeral Thursday. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan delegated the Sing’s pri- 
vate chamberlain. Prince Nayef 
Ben Ali, to attend the funeral. 

The deceased started his sports 
fife as a soccer player in A1 Faisah 
Chib, which is one of the oldest 
Jordanian chibs, then be was a 
member of the Jordanian nation- 


al team. 

After retiring from soccer, Mr. 
Edwan became president of AI 
Faisah Chib and member of the 
Jordanian Soccer Federation, 
then vice-president of the federa- 
tion, chairman of the Tourna- 
ments Commitee and chairman of 
tile National Teams Committee. 

Among the participants in the 
funeral Thursday were acting 
Prime Minister .and Education 
Minister Thouqan AJ Hmdawi, 
several ministers, the speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament, 
several members of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parliament, 
senior officers from the Armed 
Forces and the Public Security 
Department (PSD) and repre- 
sentatives of public and official 
institutions. 


Range workshop concludes 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Bazem Al Bustanf at the Housing 
Basok GflMcry. 

■ft Exhibition of pateting? by five Malaysian artists at the National 
Gallery of Fine Arts, Jabal Ltrwdbdefa. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Rida Hus Hus at the French Cnttnnd 
Centre. 

•fr Plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bofis mi Munirs AI 
TmoJsiyya at the Orthodox Club. 

it Fvfcihitkin of embroidery and hand -made items at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel lobby — ( 8 sum. - 13 p.m.). 

A Exhibition of patotfag s by AH Tdfeb and Rafe’ Nadri at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery — (10 ajm.- 5 pan.) 

SYMPOSIUM 

☆ Symposium, in Arabic, on the economic reform programme at 
the Scientific and Cultural Centre of Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation — fc30 pan. 

POETRY RECITAL 

☆ Poetry redial by Al Mutawakkfl Taha, president of the 
Palestinian Writers Association, at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Arts and Ctdtnre — 7 pan. 


•ft Feature film entitled “Old Surehand” at the Goethe Institute 
■ — 8 pan. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

•fc »»Kan Him fgtft fed “Le Zio Indegno” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.m. 


AMMAN - The Workshop on 
Range Management, held at the 
Philadelphia Hotel in Amman, 
was dosed by engineer Mafeq 
Saodi from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture on May 21 with a small 
ceremony during which, the cer- 
tificates were handed over to the 
participants. The partidpants 
were selected from all forestry 
districts throughout the country. 
The workshop was organised by 
the Forestry Department and the 
Forestry Project of the German 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ). 

The theoretical background given 
during the first days of the work- 
shop enabled the partidpants to 
handle field exercises and to 
understand the sodo-cultural in- 


terrelations in implementing 
practical range management. Ex- 
amples from Kbanaseri and 
Ma'een showed the shiotoomings 
to overcome and the potentials of 
range improvement when careful- 
ly applied. During this workshop, 
it became evident that the success 
of any range management activity 
will closely be related to the 
proper understanding of sodo-- 
cultural settings and the consid- 
eration of already existing know- 
how in animal husbandry. The 
next workshop on range manage- 
ment is scheduled to be held from 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 5, 1992. By now, 
interest has already been shown 
to enable the participation of 
participants of neighbouring 
countries. 



King congratulates Yemen 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent a 
cable to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh congratulating Mm 
on the second anniversary of Yemen’s unity. The King wished 
President Saleh continued good health and happiness and the 
Yemeni people further progress and prosperity. 

Regent sends message to Afghanistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
tile Regent, Thursday sent a message to His Eminence Sheikh 
Sibghatallah Al Mojaddidi, bead of Afghanistan’s Command 
Council, in which he voiced appreciation to leaders of the Afghani 
Mnjahedeen and landed their genuine interest in forging full 
cooperation with Jordan and other Arab and Islamic countries. 
Prince Hassan praised the great role Sheikh Mojaddidi played in 
unifying the fold of Mujahedeen and in ending the conflict 
between them to build a new Afghanistan, guided by the 
teachings of Islam. The Regent voiced confidence that Afghanis- 
tan wmbe able, through dedicated efforts by Sheikh Mojaddidi, to 
mid tiie tragedies of the war in Afghanistan and to achieve peace, 
stability and develop strong ties with its neighbours, based on 
mutual respect and cooperation. 


By Mariam M. S hah in 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — An end seemed to 
be in sight Friday for the 250 
Jordanian physicians staging a 
hunger strike in from of the 
Ministry of Health for the second 
consecutive week. 

After receiving backing first 
from leftist deputies and then 
from the Muslim Brotherhood 
bloc in Parliament, the doctors 
received support from members 
of the Jordanian Medical Asso- 
ciation Executive Committee af- 
ter a round-table discussion with 
them Thursday. 

The case of the doctors, which 
involves the accreditation of 250 
physicians with specialisations in 
various fields, has plagued the 
Jordan Medical Board for the 
past two years. 

Acting Prime Minister Thou- 
qan Al Hindawi reportedly gave 
the strictest orders to both the 
Ministry of Health and the Jor- 
dan Medical Board to deal with 
the situation in no uncertain 


terms. 

“We have received word that 
the ariken’ demands are to be 
meet even if the medical board 
has to stay up around the clock to 
study their accreditation papers,” 
said Dr. Haidar Al Madani, the 
spokesperson for the striking doc- 
tors. 

‘The information we received 
was that by Sunday all our ap- 
plications should have been 
looked at and that those deserv- 
ing accreditation should receive it 
and the others should be re- 
fused,” added Dr. Madani. 

The quick action, strikers say, 
is to avoid a further public scan- 
dal with Independence Day 
celebrations scheduled for Mon- 
day. 

“How can you have such a 
strike in tents m front of a gov- 
ernment ministry and celebrate 
Independence Day — the govern- 
ment won't like it.” concluded 
Dr. Madani on the reasons for 
the quick action after two weeks 
of in-action. 


The action, propelled by the 
Prime Ministry, has come after 
years of shelving the accredita- 
tion of these and many other 
doctois. 

Short of changing the whole 
method of accreditation there 
seems to be little improvement in 
sight for the future, the doctors 
say. 

“Now they will make a derision 
about these 250 cases — - but- 
tomorrow there will be more 
physicians just like us — will they 
have to wait years to be accre- 
dited as well?” asked one of the 
physicians participating in the 
hunger strike. 

The issue of accreditation has a 
history in Jordan that is rather 
blurred according to the physi- 
cians. 

After cancelling examinations 
as a means to test doctors for 
their knowledge four years ago, 
the Jordan Medical Board 
adopted a more precarious 
method of qualifying physicians. 
The medical board now studies 


the doctors* papers and then 
makes its recommendations. 

This unscientific method of 
judging the physicians, the doc- 
tors say, leaves too much leeway 
for personal politics and pre- 
judice. 

None of the 250 donors in 
question have been denied accre- 
ditation. But, their continued 
wait, some for as long as two 
years, has created the fmst ration 
'that led to the on-going hunger 
strike. 

Among the charges that the 
striking physicians have made vis- 
a-vis the medical board is 

favouritism to people from their 
own schools of medicine and 
secondly an attempt to stop more 
doctors from saturating the 
Jordanian medical market. 

“With more doctors in the mar- 
ket — the price of the medical 
visit or treatment may be reduced 
— those well established and 
earning good money resent such 
action,” said Dr. Nabile, one of 
the strikers. 


AIDS seminar calls on government authorities to 
adopt national strategy for public awareness 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A day-long 
seminar on the role of the volun- 
tary sector in Jordan m prevent- 
ing the spread of AIDS has urged 
the concerned government au- 
thorities in Jordan to adopt a 
national strategy in the course of 
efforts to combat the killer dis- 
ease. 

“Voluntary, as well as govern- 
ment agencies concerned with en- 
deavours to ward off AIDS ought 
to pool their efforts and their 
resources to deal with this serious 
plague,” said one of the recom- 
mendations issued at the end of 
the seminar. 

Ministry of Health officials told 
partidpants at the seminar on 
Thursday that the number of 


patients suffering from AIDS 
(Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrom) in Jordan has reached 
a record 72 this year, up from 38 
in 1989. 

The Ministry of Health, in 
cooperation with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), has 
adopted a complete programme 
for the prevention of AIDS in the 
Kingdom, said these officials. 
They told the seminar partid- 
pants that the project will be 
reinforced by expert opinion on 
AIDS. 

The seminar's statement said 
that the government ought to call 
for and organise further and more 
detailed workshops and seminars 
involving the media, which can 


help spread further information 
and advice to the public about the 
nature of AIDS and help spread 
awareness against the disease. 

The seminar called on the gov- 
ernment to indude an amend- 
ment to the Civil Status Law 
making an AIDS blood test man- 
datory for all those about to get 
married as a means to provide 
protection for the Jordanian 
families. 

Furthermore, the seminar cal- 
led for the introduction of the 
AIDS subject in the curricula of 
schools, community colleges and 
universities in order to spread 
awareness among all students and 


to step up cooperation among 
charitable organisations, youth 
dubs and other institutions in 
spreading awareness among the 
members of the Jordanian public 
on AIDS. 

Executive President of the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) in Jordan 
Abdullah Al Khatib had told the 
meeting that the only defence 
against AIDS was increasing peo- 
ple's awareness and educating 
them about this epidemic. 

The seminar induded working 
papers on the role of the blood 
bank, mass communications and 
universities in AIDS prevention 
affairs. 



MINISTER ENDS VISIT — Yemeni Minister uf Transport Saleh 
At Muthanna is today expected to end a three-day visit to Jordan 
during which be held talks with Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Ali Suheimat on promoting transport 
between Jordan and Yemen. In the meeting, which was attended 
by senior ministry officials as well as Royal Jordanian (RJ) Chief 
Executive Officer Mahmond Jamal Balqaz, discussion covered 
aspects of cooperation promoting trilateral cooperation in trans- 
port affairs. In a press s t at e ment later, the Yemeni minister said 


American musicians to hold 
activities at the Conservatory 


that his talks with Jordanian government officials dealt with all 
forms of transport cooperation. He said that the talks covered 
practical steps that could be taken to promote maritime and air 
transport in particular. Yemen was shortly establishing its own 
maritime transport company and wanted to benefit from Jordan’s 
expertise In this respect, the minister noted. He said that the 
maritime company wfll particularly benefit from trade between 
Yemen and Jordan. Mr. Muthanna came to A mm a n from Beirut,' 
where he had attended a pan-Arab transport meeting. 


JCO project to help produce 
wheat, other crops in Jordan 


AMMAN — The Apple Hill 
Chamber Players, a distinguished 
group of American musicians are 
visiting Jordan Saturday for four 
days of music-related activities in 
cooperation with the National 
Music Conservatory of Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF). 

According to NHF statement, 
the group wfil hold a workshop at 
the Conservatory on methods of 
playing string instruments and 
piano, a master class for students 
of the Conservatory on perform- 
ing with the piano and string 
in st rum ents and will present a 


Students to 
elect council 

AMMAN (Petra) — University 
of Jordan students today elect 
their new 80-member student 
council, according to dean of 
Student Affairs Mohmmad 
Khreisat. 

Dr. Khreisat said 251 students 
are competing for the mem- 
bership of the board. He noted 
that the number of students who 
will cast their votes in today's 
elections is 19,994 students. Dr. 
Khreisat said the election results 
will be accepted if the student 
turnout exceeded 50 per cent of 
the total number of students eligi- 
ble to vote. However, he added, 
if the turnout was less than 51 per 
cent, the election process will be 
extended one day further. 

Talking about the objectives of 
the council, Dr. Khreisat said it 
aimed to support student activi- 
ties in the scientific, cultural and 
sport fields and enhance spirit of 
cooperation and the concept of 
collective work. The council will 
also be involved in pursuing stu- 
dents' issues with the university's 
administration, promoting demo- 
cratic practices, and encourag- 
gmg dialogue. 


concert at the AI Hassan Bin 
Talal Auditorium at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. 

The Apple Hill Chamber Play- 
ers are highly distinguished 
throughout the USA and abroad 
for their presentation of chamber 
music and for the continued suc- 
cess in the development of cham- 
ber music for piano and strings. 

The group's visit to Jordan, 
which ends on May 26, has been 
arranged through cooperation 
with the American Centre in Am- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
has embarked on a pilot project 
for producing wheat, grains, bar- 
ley, chickpeas and legumes in 
various pans of Jordan, accord- 
ing to JCO Director General 
Jamal Al Budour 

He said that the organisation 
has contracts with 565 farmers to 
plant an area of 43 ,332 dunums 
with these crops using seeds pro- 
duced by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture. 

Dr. Budour noted that the 


organisation imported high-yield 
Tunisian wheat capable of pro- 
ducing 600 to 800 kilogrammes 
per dunum. To experiment this 
kind of wheat, the JCO leased 
400 dunums in three areas, where 
the average rainfall is no less than 
350 millimetres. Dr. Budour said. 

He pointed out that promoting 
the sowing of these seeds in va- 
rious regions will contribute to 
increasing production and land, 
thus easing the demand for im- 
porting such strategic crops. . 


JOB VACANCY 
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FINANCE MANAGER AND A MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT 
YEMEN REPUBLIC - SANA* A 

Our client is a well-founded company that has the franchise of major U.S. 
soft drinks with substantial resources and substantial sales growth in 
1992. The company is backed by a substantial Yemen-based interna- 
tional private company. Significant capital expenditure planned in 1992. 
A qualified finance manager and a management accountant is required 
to take responsibilities for aff aspects of financial and management 
accounting. 

Applicants should be bilingual, aged 35-45 and must have 5-10 years 
experience in middle/senior level positions in manufacturing/food pro- 
cessing industry, computer literate, systems experience with practical 
commercial outlook. Excellent management and organisational skills are 
essential. 

The remuneration package, including full expatriate benefits, will be 
negotiated at a level to interest candidates already holding middle/senior 
level positions. Career prospects within the group excellent for right 
candidate. 

Attractive salary pins full expatriate benefits. 
Please send your personal and career details to: 

Whinney Murray & Co. 

P.O.Box 1140 
Amman - Jordan 
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It isn’t pleasure 


OUR SAUDI brothers are bee to please God the way they 
see fit, bat they certainly do not need to displease anyone in 
the process. We in Jordan are not displeased, as some might 
want to contend, because Saudi Arabia wants to contribute 
to the restoration of Jerusalem’s Islamic shrines. We must 
■ admit, however, that the Saudi move was in our opinion 
both wrong and politically dangerous. The Saudi leaders 
might have a grudge or two against Jordanians and 
Palestinians because we differed with them over the 
handling of the Gulf crisis. This is all right, provided of 
course that these differences, no matter how genuine, do not 
Mind Saudi eyes to seeing political Eads that are of 
paramount importance to the future of the occupied Arab 
lands. As we recognise the Saudi king's custodianship of the 
holy shrines in the Hjjaz, the whole Arab and Muslim 
worlds, especially the Palestinians, have recognised and 
continue to recognise Jordan as the caretaker of Jerusalem's 
holy rites. To Involve an international organisation in such a 
sacred undertaking is not wise to say the least. In addition to 
the fad that any such move by any Arab brother insults 
Jordanians and Palestinians, it also implies acceptance of 
placing the Jerusalem holy places under international 
nutwliaiidiip, something that is very detrimental for our 
cause at this delicate phase of the peace negotiations between 
the Arabs and Israelis and at any other time. 


If the Saudis, on the other hand, had wanted to please 
some of their friends by taking a less hostile stance towards 
Israel they could still have done the whole thing differently. 
Notwithstanding some Palestinians’ favourable reaction to 
whatever the rich Saudis say or do, Palestinian leaders in 
Jerusalem and particularly the clergy have been disturbed 
by die Saudi move. To approach UNESCO on the matter is 
to de facto give op Arab and Muslim rights to the holy city 
and endorse the notion of internationalisation of Jerusalem. 


Would the Saudis not be offended if contributions to the 
Mecca holy places were sent to the League of Islamic States, 
for example, not to mention the UJN.? 

We think our Saudi brothers have at best misjudged the 
Situation. And we see no reason why they should not go back 
on it. 

That would not only serve the cause of the Islamic nation 
In general but also the cause of good neighbourly relations 
with Jordanians and Palestinians. These relations have been 
terribly strained for almost two years now, despite the fact 
that Jordan has been making one gesture after the other in 
order to restore them. The Saudis have unfortunately 
chosen to ignore these gestures and by their latest move have 
made reconciliation even more difficult. 


Still, the fiasco over the donation represents a good 
chance to start anew. For it is never too late to realise that as 
neighbours and brothers, we need to live together, work 
together and strive to achieve the common good for our 
countries and peoples. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily described as a Trojan horse an attempt on the part 
of Saudi Arabia and UNESCO to try to bypass Jordan in 
attempting to restore the Dome of the Rock and other holy places 
in Palestine. Any infringement on the Jordanian authority in 
caring for the holy sites in Jerusalem is like bringing in theTrojan 
horse through which Israel would find a pretext to interfere in the 
process of dealing with affairs related to the Islamic sites, said the 
paper. It said that involving the UNESCO, with backing down a 
number of Arab countries, into affairs considered the sole 
authority of Jordan and its affiliated committee, was bound to 
create a climate through which Israel could seek the internationa- 
lisation of the holy places, something that would endanger Arab 
sovereignty in the holy city. Referring to Jordan's message to the 
UNESCO director over this issue sent Wednesday, the paper 
stressed that the U.N. organisation can only channel help and 
assistance towards the restoration of the holy site through the 
Jordanian government which has been in charge of the Islamic site 
for the past five decades. It is hoped that Saudi Arabia would 
reconsider its position with regard to its offer to restore the site so 
that it would not open the door for UNESCO to internationalise 
the holy city and open the way for Israel to assume the role of 
supervisor over Islam's third holiest shrine, the paper added. The 
paper warned that the Arab and Islamic nations would never 
forgive anyone or any country that helped bring the Trojan horse 
into the affair of the holy sites and their restoration. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily tackled current attempts on 
the part of Israel and its allies to move thousands of Yemeni and 
Syrian Jews from their homeland in Yemen and Syrian to 
occupied Palestine. Yemen is under immense pressure to allow 
the Jews to emigrate and Yemen does not impose any restrictions 
on any Yemeni travelling abroad, said Mahmoud A1 Rimawi. 
Syria is also under pressure to allow its Jews to emigrate and the 
pressure is coming from the U.S. administration which demands 
that the migration take place as a price for Syria’s continued 
presence in Lebanon, said the writer. At the same time, the U.S. 
administration is preventing the negotiators at the Middle East 
peace process from discussing the question of the right of return 
of the Palestinians to their homeland, he said. The Palestinians 
have the right to return to their homeland in Palestine, but the 
Yemeni and Syrian Jews have no right at all in Palestine because 
their homeland is Yemen and Syria where they have been bom 
and lived their lives, the writer stressed. He said it is regrettable to 
find that no Arab party in the negotiations raised this question 
and demanded that the Palestinians and not the Jews return to 
tbeir homeland in Palestine. He said the only right and logical 
thing to happen is to allow those Jews who came to Palestine from 
Egypt, Morocco, Iraq and Yemen to return to these countries and 
to allow the Palestinians who were drive out of their homeland in 
the 1948 and 1967 ware, to be repatriated. 


Synergy between environment 
protection and economic growth 


By Dr. Fans Anunarin 


The writer, who holds a PhD in 
urban and regional planning and 
the environment from U.S.C in 
Los Angeles, has been working as 
an international consultant on en- 
vironmental issues in the United 
States and countries in the Mid- 
dle East including Jordan. He 
soon will be taking up a job as 
consultant to the Jordanian mis- 
sion at the U.N.. Dr. Ammarin 
contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 

The environment and its protec- 
tion have become the centre of 
importance all over the globe. 
The levels of environment de- 
gradation arc increasing at alarm- 
ing stages. Conferences are being 
held and discussions are focused 
on pollution abatement. 

The developed countries that 
always promoted industrialisation 
as a means for economic growth 
are now, within the so-called new in- 
ternational economic order, lead- 
ing the movements for environ- 
ment protection. 

The Jordanian government 
that has always shown a keen 
interest in local and international 
affairs, has adopted the environ- 
ment problem and created a 
national issue out of its import- 
ance. The issue is engaging the 
government’s attention and the 


country is becoming immensely 
involved. We are approaching the 
eve of the earth summit in Brazil, 
where the developed and de- 
veloping countries are going to 
meet face to face to discuss this 
dangerous and confusing prob- 
lem. 


What is the condition of en- 
vironment degradation in Jor- 
dan? And what are the major 
concerns? 

Pollution is an inevitable pro- 
duct of growth and development, 
and as the argument goes, “Eco- 
nomic growth, pollutes.” Jordan 
is a rapidly developing country 
that has selected industrialisation 
as a means for economic develop- 
ment. Problems of environmental 
degradation arising out of the 
process of development itself is 
increasingly evident in the coun- 
try. The process of increasing 
agricultural productivity, the con- 
struction of dams, irrigation sys- ■ 
terns and indostrialisatioa will re- 
sult in the increased release of 
pollutants which may react on the 
environment in a number of 
ways. Increased urbanisation will 
lead to environmental problems 
similar to those in the more de- 
veloped countries. The disruption 
and damage to the environment 
associated with development are 
now beginning to emerge. These 
by-products of industrialisation 


ride effects, are likely to increase 
in importance as the level and 
rate of development expands. 

The problem is that environ- 
mental spoilage associated with 
development may be a gradual 
and uneven process, partly attri- 
butable to the fact th3t below the 
threshold environmental pollu- 
tion can be absorbed on a con- 
tinuing basis but beyond it en- 
vironmental damage becomes 
highly apparent. This arises be- 
cause of the possibility of .diverg- 
ence between the economic and 
biological effects of pollution. 
The latter effect is the extent to 
which pollutants generate biolo- 
gical changes in organisms in the 
receiving environment; the for- 
mer exists only if an external cost 
is present. The possibility of di- 
vergence arises because indi- 
viduals may be unaware of the 
biological effects, that is, the 
stock of pollutants can accumu- 
late unperceived to particular 
threshold densities. The resulting 
environmental damage stems 
from the stock of pollutants built 
up; only environmental damage 
results from the flow of pollu- 
tants. It could be argued that the 
stock should be disregarded, as 
this is an unavoidable fixed cost. 
Development should only be con- 
cerned with the flow, which 
should be subject to some form of 
control. However, unless the flow 


is drastically reduced or elimin- 
ated altogether, which is appropi- 
rate depending upon the speed 
and manner with which the re- 
ceiving environment degrades the 
pollutants, die stock of pollutants 
wQl increase through time, shift- 
ing tfae costs of pollution forward 
to future generations. 

Moreover, an increasing stock 
of pollutants could also have the 
effect of reducing the carrying 
capacity of the system, decreasing 
the possibility of avoiding some 
of these environmental consequ- 
ences of development. It is 
argued that the developing coun- 
tries should profit from being late 
starters and gain from the experi- 
ence of the present industrialised 
countries. The task can, except 
for a few localised instances, be 
seen as one of placing emphasis 
on prevention rather than repara- 
tion. 

We have seen thus far that 
there is a direct correlation be- 
tween pollution and economic 
growth, and we will make very 
little real progress in solving the 
problem of pollution until we 
recognise it for wbat, primarily, it 
is: an economic problem, which 
must be understood in economic 
terms. In this context, are we 
faced with a choice between pre- 
serving the environment and 
promoting economic growth? As 
normally calculated, the growth 


of gross national product (GNP) between production and pollu- 
does not allow for the special tion, and upon citizens" prefcr- 
costs it entails. A more welfare ences, there are many choices 
oriented policy would decelerate available for us; 
growth. Some even argue for zero a) We may abstain from pro- 
growth in order to preserve or during as much as we otherwise 
restore a pure environment. would, to reduce pollution. 

Obviously, we cannot afford b ) W e might devote resources 
this in Jordan; but if we take a ^ might have produced goods 


glance at the other ride of the 
argument, we can say that 
growth, properly weighed and 
properly composed, can be com- 
plementary to environmental 
protection. Industrial anti- 
pollution devices and the tech no! - 


to produce products that combat 
pollution. Whether this means 


ogy that produces them are part 
or the GNP. It is true that both 


pollution. Whether this means 
stepping up the national product, 
slowing it down or changing its 
composition, depends on conven- 
tions of national income account- 
ing. 

c) We may step up the produo- 


pollution and the reduction of tion of ordinary goods, notwitb- 


pollution are a function of the standing the fact that they aggro- ~ 


level of income. The argument vate pollution, to the degree that 


here depends upon the condition compensa 
that the proportion of income pollution, 
devoted to anti-pollution devices 4 ) \y e 1 


compensates for the growth. of 


devoted to ann-pouuuon devices d ) We might produce different 
or pollution-free innovations ex- pro d uct s, not as attractive as 
ceeds the proportion of income those polluting, but with the com- 
adding to pollution. If the pensarfng merit that they cany ■ 
appropriate social weights are ^th them less pollution. 


adding to pollution. If the 
appropriate social weights are 
attached to the components of 
income, measured income will 
show up a genuine growth only if 
the condition laid down in the 
previous sentence is met. On the 
other hand, there is almost cer- 
tainly some trade-off between en- 
vironmental objectives and 
growth in the short, medium, and 
long run. 

Depending upon the relation 


The experience of the King * 
Talai Dam, and the environmen- 
tal problems that have resulted,. '■ 
demand that we, in Jordan, re- 
member that whatever direction 
we adopt to tackle the pollution 
problem, the negative effects of 
the deterioration of the environ- ' , 
ment will have negative effects on 
the economy. 


Is Europe’s new security jigsaw failing into place? 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — Spurred by the 
horrors of war in Yugoslavia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh, European 
nations are reaching a crucial 
phase in attempts to build greater 
security and peace for an in- 
creasingly fragmented continent. 

In Brussels, NATO is discus- 
sing possible involvement in 
peacekeeping missions beyond its 
own borders for the first time. 


tute in London. 

“But there is a growing realisa- 
tion in European capitals that we 
are now so buffeted by the ele- 
ments that something has be 
done. It's not by design, it's not a 
neat policy — but some progress 
is being made because we're 
reacting to events.” 

The bitter war in Yugoslavia 
has been a case in point. 


In Helsinki, the 52-nation Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE) is testing 
the limits of its' authority and 
power to sanction those who 
break the rule of international 
law. 

France and Germany, bidding 
to give the European Community 
a defence role for the first time, 
have unveiled plans for a new 
“Eurocoips” that could be used 
in anything from disaster relief to 
Gulf war-style military interven- 
tion. 

While there are signs that 
Europe, in tandem with the Un- 
ited States and Canada, is starting 
to build the much vaunted new 
“security architecture.” diplo- 
mats and analysts say there are 
huge practical problems yet to be 
overcome. 

The end of neat cold war power 
structures, the rise of nationalist 
and ethnic tensions, the intricate 
games and rivalries of interna- 
tional diplomacy could all simply 
spell chaos for the future, they 
say. 

“The pieces have not yet fallen 

into place,” said Jonathan Eyal of 
the Royal United Services Insti- 


The CSCE security conference 
in Helsinki sanctioned one of its 
own members for the first time 
last week, limiting Yugoslavia's 
role at the meeting and breaking 
with the usual rule of consensus 
among its members for the fust 
time. 

European Community nations 
and the' United States, blaming 
Serbia for the continued fighting 
and taking a tough tone after 
endlessly frustrating attempts to 
broker peace, announced they 
would recall their ambassadors to 
Belgrade. 

NATO officials are discussing 
the idea of using alliance military 
expertise and perhaps even 
troops, if requested by the CSCE, 
for peacekeeping missions — tak- 
ing some of the burden off the 
United Nations, which has sent a 
force to Yugoslavia. 



As yet, there is no clear 
answer. The issue of military „ 
intervention — as opposed to 
peacekeeping — is so sensitive that 
diplomats say it is unlikely to be . 
considered before a major inter- 
national crisis blows up. 

“No nation is yet prepared to 
consider sending its soldiers to ' 
die m some country far away . 
because of some obligation.” said . 
one NATO source. 


Yugoslavia has been the spur.” 
Alliance officials are starting to 
map out how they see the future 
management of crises in Europe. 


A decision could be made as 
early as next month and would 
mark a major change for the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion, which until now has been 
limited to the defence of its mem- 
bers. 

“Things are starting to happen 
quite fast now and the various 
organisations are pulling 
together,” said one senior NATO 
diplomat. “There’s no doubt 


The idea is to use the main 
organisation — CSCE, NATO, 
the European Community and 
the Western European Union 
(WEU) — so that they fit 
together smoothly in their diffe- 
rent roles and so chat no one who 
wants to contribute is excluded. 


CSCE has the virtue of includ- 
ing every European state 
together with the United States 
and Canada. A summit of CSCE 
leaders in July is expected to give 


the security forum more powers. 

It is in the CSCE that the first 
discussions on a crisis take place, 
that the first protests are issued. 

But it has no economic power, 
no power to enforce decisions, no 
military structure. So, the idea 
would then be that it turns to 
NATO or the WEU — the latter 
under the instruction of the Euro- 
pean .Community — for 
peacekeepers or even perhaps 
armed intervention in. the last 
resort 

NATO officials say this struc- 
ture must be flexible. For exam- 
ple, a NATO-led peacekeeping 
mission might include additional 


forces from former Warsaw Pact 
members like Hungary or Po- 
land, while some alliance nations 
might not take part 

But the idea has its flaws, 
analysts and diplomats say. 

The end of die cold war has 
meant that few North American 
and European nations now share 
truly common security interests, 
beyond a general desire for peace 
and stability. 

Is that enough to spur effective 
international action? And what if 
everything else fails? What if 
political and economic sanctions 
and peacekeeping missions don’t 
work? 


That is one key reason why ■ 
NATO has so far refused to offer 
any of its former enemies mem- 1 
bership or security guarantees, 
although it has offered them dos~ - 
er ties through a new “coopera- 
tion council.” 

Another problem taxing diplo- . 
mats in Helsinki and Brussels is 
what legal basis countries that 
preach the rale of law would have ; 
for launching any military opera- 
tion. 

Hie European Community is - 
locked in a fierce debate about 
bow fast to take on new members -• 
and about its own complex 
decision-making machinery as it - 
assumes new economic and poli- 
tical powers provided for in the 
Maastricht treaty. 


Some EC members, led by 
France, are keen to see the com- 
munity develop a defence arm 
through the nine-nation Western 
European Union — hence the 
proposal for a joint Franco- 
German corps that other Euro- 
pean nations will be invited to 
join. 

The United States is sceptical, 
while Britain is willing to see a 
growing role for the WEU but . 
insists it must not compete with - 
the U.S.-led NATO. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallab 


6 Holy shrines in Jerusalem are Jordan’s and 
Islamic World’s religious and national responsibility’ 


The local newspapers gave 
prominence to the issue of the 
restoration of the Dome of the 
Rock and the multilateral 
talks, with special attention 
given to Resolution 194 con- 
cerning the Palestinian re- 
fugees’ right of return, among 
other topics which also in- 
cluded a variety of domestic 
issues. 


Al Ra’i daily said that UN- 
ESCO could have been unwit- 
tingly involved m the restora- 
tion of the Dome of the Rock by 
other parties trying to show 
their concern over the holy 
shrine without taking any 
meaningful step towards this 
work. 

UNESCO and the other 
organisations, along with the 
Arab and Islamic countries 
should realise that the restora- 
tion of the holy sites in solely 
the responsibility of the Jorda- 
nian government and its 
appointed committee and that 
any attempt to bypass Jordan 
was bound to fail, the paper 
said. 


UNESCO should realise 
that the holy shrines in occu- 
pied Jerusalem are not a mere 
archaeological site or a Roman 


amphitheatre in need of repair, 
they constitute a religious and 
national responsibility for Jor- 
dan and the Islamic world, the 
paper said. 

By offering a few millions of 
dollars towards the restoration 
of the Dome of the Rock, any 
organisation or Arab or Isla- 
mic country cannot have the 
right to involve Israeli or inter- 
national agencies in the res- 
toration work, said a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab daily. 

Salameb Ekour said that 
show of concern, on the part of 
any Arab state, for protecting 
the holy places should be cou- 
pled with a true commitment 
to liberating ail the occupied 
Arab lands which contain the 
holy shrines. . 

He said that holy Jerusalem 
remains a symbol of national 
and religious struggle for the 
Arabs and all efforts should be 
polled towards its liberation. 

Jordan might be poor, with 
meagre resources, said the wri- 
ter, but it is determined to 
safeguard the holy shrines, 
offering all sacrifices in the 
course of achieving that 


the Arabs and the Muslims of 
Jordan’s responsibility. Jordan 
and its committee has been 
caring for the holy places foe 
the past five decades and it is 
quite natural that any move to 
help provide protection to the 
shrines should be channelled 
through the Jordanian commit- 
tee, said the paper. 


King Hussein's donation to- 
wards upkeeping the Dome of 
the Rock, the paper said, rep- 
resented an ongoing effort on 
the .part of the Hashemite 
family to preserve the holy 
shrines. 

Mahmoud Al Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, said 
that though the door remains 
open for any Arab and Islamic 
country to offer donation to- 
wards the holy shrines in Arab 
Jerusalem, the world should 
realise that it is Jordan’s re- 
sponsibility to organise any 
move towards repairing the 
holy sites. 


Taber Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustoor, said that 
the involvement of UNESCO 
and other parties in the Dome 
of the Rock affair at this par- 
ticular moment is bound to 

serve the designs of the Zion- 
ists who are trying to exdude 
Jerusalem from any of the 
peace talks. 

He demanded that Jorda- 
nian government resist any 
attempt on the part of UN- 
ESCO to have anything to do 
with this affair and prevent the 
internationalisation of the holy 
places in Jerusalem. 


Al Dustour daily said that 
there was no need to remind 


The writer said that any 
move on the part of Arab 
countries or UNESCO to deal 
with this issue should be con- 
certed with Jordan that has 
been in charge of the task for 
the past five decades. 


Referring to the ongoing 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions, Sawt Al Shaab>daily said 
that the U.S. administration 
was either afraid or Israel re- 
gretted its support for U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
194 of 1948, winch called for 
the Palestinian people’s right 
of return. The paper said that 
the U.S. administration is en- 
couraging the Israelis to resist 
any call for complying with the 
U.N. resolutions and fin* ignor- 
ing the requirements of a 
permanent, peace. 

By withdrawing its support 
for the resolution, it said the 


U.S. administration is giving 
the Israelis the green light to 
do whatever it finds fit to 
perpetuate its occupation. 

Referring to the peace talks, 
Saleh Al Qallab said in Al 
Dustonr that the Arabs and the 
Israelis have reached nowhere 
in their meetings thanks to 
Israel's intransigence, especial- 
ly over the question of repat- 
riating the refugees in Pales- 
tine. 

The writer said that the 
Israeli and the American pres- 
idential elections should not 
prevent the world community 
from imposing its will and im- 
' plementing Resolution 194 
calling for the repatriation of ■ 
of the Palestinian refugees. 

The writer called on the 
Arab parties to boycott the ' 
peace talks, but not to with- 
draw from the talks until 
meanipgful steps are taken to 
deal with the situation. 

Turning to Hnmwrt." 
Mohammad Daoudieh h#g i ped 
praise on a man and his wife 
who found in a taxi a handbag 
full of jewellery and reported 
the matter to tine police. 

The writer said Jordan Tele- 
vision should present this hon- 
est man to the public, so 


his example would be copied, 
and the media should publish 
more about such honest deeds 
of the good people of Jordan. 

Taher Al Udwan, who 
writes, for Al Dustour, focused 
-attention on the nwl n > Bm «i« *» i 
PoBntiou In parts of Jordan, 
noting that the Zarqa River is 
stfll polluted because of . the 
dumping of factory waste. 

_ "Die water, the soil awrf flv* 
air in some parts of Jordan, are 
being polluted by the extensive 
**sc of chemicals, pesticides 
ami other poisonous materials, 
said the writer. 


^ said that as Jordan is 
preparing to take part in the 
earth summit in Brazil, it 
ought totake steps to dean its 
own backyard as a contribution 
tow arda that summit. 


• Qalab, who. writes 

ui Al Dustour, said thaf the 
acts of hooli ganism which 
occurred during a soccer match 
. were the work of 

“responsible, people. Jorda- 
nians totally reject such despic- 
able acts which are obviously 
copied from Western films and 
can only do harm to the coun- 
try, said the writer. 
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King and Queen return home 

(Con tinue d from page 1) 
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dial his talks in' the Nether- 
lands and die United Kingdom 
were successful. 

King Hussein told Jordan 
Television that the talks dealt 
with the latest developments 
mi the international arena. 

“I believe that the results 
were positive and good. The 
meeting in the Hague was ex- 
cellent and it was a chance to 
explain our views regarding the 
present and future, and the 
situation in the world, and this 

Concern 

(Coatinned from page 1) 

the Palestinians under Israeli 
occupation. 

Another is the killin g of col- 
laborators, which, some argue, 
should continue in a bid to prevent 
brad from using Palestinian spies; 
to arrest or Itin activists. But Dr. 
Abdul Sfaafi's remarks, carried by 
Reuters on Wednesday, indicated 
that the assassinations are inflicting 
serious damage to national unity 
and the Palestinian negotiating 
position. 

During the last round of Arab- 
Isradi bilateral taifc* in Washing- 
ton last month, the Israelis publidy 
brushed aside Palestinian demands 
for elections for a legislative 
assembly to run Palestinian affairs 
during the three-year interim 
period by citing the kilting of col- 
laborators as a sign of Palestinian 
unpreparedness for a democratic 
process. 

Although the Israeli claims were 
dismissed by Palestinian nego- 
tiators as attempts to sidestep the 
real issues and justify the occupa- 
tion, Palestinians are careful not to 
give the Israelis a pretext to descre- 
dit, at least in from of international 
public opinion, their demands to 
transfer the authority to Palesti- 
nians over the land and the people 
at the end of the interim period. 

So far, however, many have 
argued against criticising the kill- 
ings of suspected collaborate!* in 
public for fear that it could play hi 
the hands of the Israelis. 

But Dr. Abdul Shafi, who is 
apparently growing impatient, 
does not belong to any group but is 
respected by all. He challenged all 
such arguments. 

In another unprecedented public 
challenge to the Palestinian lead- 
ership but without any hint of 
hostility, Dr. Abdul Sfiafi express- 
ed hope that raising the issue in 
public could create popular press- 
ure on the leadership to stop the 

killings- '■ 


"J Br, 


Lebanese bury 

(Continued from page 1) 


* 


The worst day of Israeli air 
. --«r raids and shelling this year was 
. -■ spatted by a daring daytime raid 

• ; . -;t: on Tuesday in which Hizbollah 
..-\tonned a SLA post and captured 
' ; !|Jour militiamen. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
. j:: Mosbe Arens vowed after Thurs- 

day’s wave of raids that Israel 
would continue to strike without 
. r trrv t. ' any limits against Hizbollah, in- 
. - r eluding hitting specific leaders. 


■ ~h~ 




Security sources in the zone 
said the Israeli armed forces were 
alarmed by Hizbollah ’s success 
and were intent on hitting back 
without mercy against guerrillas 
in east and South Lebanon. 

The mourners included Iranian 
Brigadier Mohammad Askari, 
the commander of several hun- 
dred Revolutionary Guards in 
Lebanon. 

Iran, which funds and equips 
Hizbollah, denounced the Israeli 
raids as “flagrant aggression" and 
urged Islamic countries to act 
to stop them. 


particular part of it)'' be said. 

“Our visit to Britain was also 
successful and we met officials 
there, including the prime 
minister," be said. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were received upon their 
arrival here by His Royal 
Highness Prince Abd ullah Ben 
A1 Hussein and Royal famil y 
members. Also receiving the 
King and Queen were the 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid, cabinet minis- 
ters and senior officials in addi- 
tion to the British charge d’af- 
faires in Amman and the hon- 
orary consul of Holland in Jor- 
dan. 

. Also returning with the King, 
were His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Taghrid, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Royal Court 
Chief Kbaled A1 Karalri 


Nationalists win 

(Continued from page 1) 

Nationalists were stunned in 
March when Islamic candidates 
swept the chamber of commerce 
election in Ramallah, a stron- 
ghold for secular Palestinian 
nationalists. 

Islamic groups also won in the 
conservative city of Hebron but 
lost heavily in the Gaza Strip, 
considered a stronghold of fun- 
damentalists. 

U.N. admits 

(Continued from page 1) 


independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of each of 
these new member states on the 
basis of the principles of the 
United Nations Charter. " 

He warned “those involved in 
violations of the United Nations 
Charter of the serious consequ- 
ences arising from the continua- 
tion of those violations." 


Evans ends ‘fruitful’ Jordan visit 

(Continued from page 1) 


lined the need to arrive at “accept- 
able results" through the peace pro- 
cess . 

Mr. Evans said Isarel's continued 
policy of bonding setdements in the 
occupied territories “docs not at all 
serve the peace process.” Instead of 
adopting “confkfence -budding mea- 
sures” against the backdrop of the 
peace talks, brad is resorting to 
“confidence-destroying” actions. 

The minister said Sydney’s recent 
decision to resume contacts with the 
PLO was taken in view of the “posi- 
tive rote it is playing in supporting the 

peace process.” 

Australia suspended contacts with 
the PLO in retaliation for the orga- 
nisation's pro-Iraqi stand during the 
Gulf crisis. 

Sydney supports the Palestinian 
people’s right to self-determination 

and will endorse an independent 
Palestinian state if that is the choke 
of the Palestinians, Australian Prime 
Minister Paul Keating said last week. 

On the bilateral level, Mr. Evans 

voiced his country's wfllingess to ex- 
pand commercial cooperation with 
Jordan and said a group of Jordanian 
businessmen was being invited to visit 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Peaceful unification in China 

Taipei ready to smoke 
peace pipe; is Peking? 


AMID growing trade and 
tourism across the Taiwan 
Straits, Taipei came up with 
a fresh idea earlier this 
week that would allow both 
Taipei and Peking an 
opportunity that would not 
only expand exchanges, but 
also buy the old hatchet. 

Taipei would consider 
signing a non-aggression 
treaty with Peking, accord- 
ing to ROC’s Deputy 
Secretary-General to the 
President Cheyne Chiu. He 
added that once the pact 
has been made, Taiwan 
would consider providing 
some form of assistance to 
the mainland, such as help 
in developing several major 
economic projects. 

Even though Chiu made 
it clear at the seminar on 
“National' Unification 
.Guidelines ..an^d Xaiwan- 
Mainland Relations” that 
the idea was his and his 
alone, it is hard to believe 
that a proposal of tins na- 
ture by an official of his 
caliber was purely for 
academic discussion. Chin 
is also the ROC presidential 
spokesman and holds two 
high-level positions in the 
National Unification Coun- 
cil. 

It is more likely that 
Chiu’s suggestion is a poli- 
tical trial balloon. It is a test 
to see if Peking is willing to 
fulfill what it has preached 
quite often and loudly in 
recent years: peaceful uni- 
fication. 

As Chiu indicated, the 
four scenarios in Taiwan 
that Peking said would 
prompt it to use military 
force against the island — a 
USSR-Taiwan alliance, the 
presence of nuclear 
weapons, widespread un- 
rest and an official declara- 
tion ofin dependence — are 
not likely to happen now or 


in the near future. There- 
fore, what reason would 
there be for the mainland to 
retain its military option? 

If the mainland response 
to the proposal is positive, it 
would be a most encourag- 
ing and most comforting 
piece of news. But a closer 
examination of Peking’s un- 
compromising policy to- 
wards Taiwan as well as 
remarks that its officials 
have made to the Taiwan 
press suggest that Peking 
will not agree. Not im- 
mediately, at least, and 
perhaps without precondi- 
tions. 

First of all, the mainland 
probably would regard the 
agreement, which would be 
similar to the non- 
aggression pact signed by 
the former East and West 
Germany hr 1972, as some- 
thing that amounts to recog- 
nising “two Chinas,”* or 
“one China, one Taiwan,” 
a concept it has always 
opposed vehemently. 

It is true that Peking has 
said a great deal about 
“peaceful unification,” or 
hoping tung-yi. But the 
phrase is only the second 
half of the mainland's 
Taiwan policy, which is suc- 
cinctly summed up in the 
eight-character slogan, yi~ 
kuo liang-chih , hoping 
tung-yi. The first half means 
“one country, two sys- 
tems,” Peking’s only vision 
for Chinese unification. 

According to the formu- 
la, which was originally de- 
signed for post-1997 Hong 
Kong) Peking would remain 
the one and only central 
government representing 
the one unified country. It 
follows that this formula de- 
nies the existence of the 
Republic of China. 

Peking, somehow, thinks 


that it owns Taiwan, even 
though the main land au- 
thorities have never for a 
single moment taken effec- 
tive control of the island. 
This explains not only why 
Peking does not recognise 
the ROC as a sovereign 
nation, but also why it even 
refuses to acknowledge its 
existence as a political enti- 
ty- 

While Peking bristles at 
the mere mention of the 
“Republic of China,” it is 
enraged by the notion that 
the republic might trans- 
form itself into the “Repub- 
lic of Taiwan,” an idea that 
has been strongly advocated 
by the island’s opposition 
camp in recent years. 

The mainland demands 
that Taiwan not take either 
form. 

The high-handed-attitude 
Peking maintains toward 
Taiwan can best be illus- 
trated by the remarks made 
some time ago by Chinese 
Communist President Yang 
Shangkun. In an interview 
with a Taipei daily, the Chi- 
na Times , Yang said that 
one of the reasons Peking is 
unwilling to renounce the 
possible use of military 
force against Taiwan is that 
the island lacks a stable 
political status and could be 
annexed by foreign forces. 

Little does Yang realise 
that, in the minds of the 
people on Taiwan, the sing- 
le most constant, most in- 
timidating force that has 
been directed against them 
has come not from any fore- 
ign land but from directly 
across the Straits. 

And it is for the good 
purpose of relieving this 
widespread, long-standing 
anxiety that Chiu, if not the 
ROC itself, has suggested a 
mutual non-aggression trea- 
ty. 


Australia. 

Ambassador Bowker sakl “certain 
technical proMeme” hampering ma- 
jor Australian imports of Jordanian 
phosphates — such as odour and dust 
content — had been resolved with the 
opening of the Shidiyeh mines in the 
south. Jordan made “trial shipments” 
of phosphates to Australia in the past 
two yean. 

Australia will start importing com- 
mercial quantities of the Kingdom’s 
phosphate soon since there is a 
sizeable demand for the rode there, 
he added. 

Australia has gradually increased 
ils exports to Jordan — mostly live 
animals, ** |MijTWiw >k and a nim.ii feed 
— from 9.6 million Australian dollars 
(U.S. $7.12 million) in 1989 to 27 
million in 1990 (U.S. £20.34 million) 
and 17.5 million (U.S. S13 million) in 
1991. Its imports from Jordan 
amounted 2.6 million Australian dol- 
lar* (U.S. S1.93 million) in 1989. 3. 4 
million (U.S. £2-52 million) in 1990 
and two million (U.S. SI .48 million) 
in 1991. 


Randa Habib’s 
Corner 


Stop the rumour mill! 


Jordanians are facing now a detrimental war 
aimed at destabilising the country’s outstanding 
democr&ctfc course. It could be termed as a 
fully-fledged “war of rumours” and It is currently 
sweeping oar streets. 

Tlrfs “war” did not come from vokL For people 
follow the day-to-day discoveries of new crimes 
and fdloitks, ranging from rape to cold-blood 
murders. Although, Public Security Department 
(PSD) statistics have shown a decrease in the ratio 
of homicide over the past two years, rumours 
persisted and flourished against a backdrop of a 
number of unprecedent crimes which are alien to 
our conservative society. 

The proportion and uniqueness of such crimes 
paved the way for endless rumours that engulfed 

almost every quarter of the Kingdom. The tiffing 


in cold Wood in Jabal Hussein of a six-member 
family and the rape in the bushes of a 17-year-old 
wife In front of ber husband have, indeed, 
shocked the people. 

So while Che crime rates in general registered a 
decline, many appalling crimes took place in this 
otherwise peaceful society, these crimes rang a 
bdl and stock to the back of the mind of thud 
every- Individual. 

And It'seems that many chose to buBd on these 
crimes by netting a grid of rumours to the effect 
that famocent citizens feB victims to the non-stop 
floods of rumours. And dim, many people became 
haunted by the prospects of foiling a victim at any 
given time. 

So, let ns wage a “war” against the rumours, 
for our children to On In peace. 



JAKARTA 

Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Jakarta, a place where natural beauty and rich heritage blend 
together. Royal Jordanian invites you to experience the magic 
of Indonesia's 13000 Islands. Effective from June 18, we will 
serve you with direct flights from Amman to Jakarta as per the 
following schedule : 


Day 


Depart 


Arrive 


Amman 

Jakarta 


Thr. & Sun. 
Mon. & Fri. 


10 : 45 p.m. 
10: 00 p.m. 


02 : 50 p.m. * 
06:00 a.m.* 


* next day arrival 

For your comfort and convenience Royal Jordanian is 
expanding its route map yet to another Far Eastern destination, 
providing you with greater flexibility to onward connections. 

For more information and reservations please contact your travel agent 
or Royal Jordanian offices. 


ROYALJ ORDAN IAN 3 


Tomorrow’s international standards, today . 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING. DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL, 604676 604696 
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The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3(PMidmght 

T0LS3S968 



M 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. I 

Packing, shipping, | 
forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door « 
service g 

Air, Sea and Land 



Pii>C 1 Nc'' *^e£tAurant 



Marty villas and apartment® 
are available for rent and| 
sale - furnished or unfur 
rtfshed. 

■Also many lots of land arej 
available for sate. 

For further details, pteatel 
call 

lAbdonn Real! 


(TaJ. 070605, 61 
Fax: n 


' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Bartequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:S18214 
Come and taste our 
' specialities 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. . 

^ 6:30 - Midnight ■ / 



STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30 % torpor 

* From •afarga- 
mont 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Qpp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Special Odnese Foods 
ftflted Omsk Chefs 

{ppea IiM-330 A fcflMJJO 

TUn a»nqr b avaUabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

)T«L 641822, Amman] 

(net Tasted 
Always levc tl 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 




QDj^jQD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IkUEWTEL 

,U2l|l|IS 


Amman - Tei. 6681 93 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED INt 

TRAVEL -TOURISM 
PACKING -CARGO 


TeL 637586/624282 

FAX 962_8_6l0198 
MnqHiiBBafa Street. Amman 





YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JOROAMU. 

* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
it Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

■fr Upbotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

1W-15M&1&39-23M 

Tel: 03 - 314415 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Resenaiion: Jebe! Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615000 ■ 6 ISOtil 



OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Serves A Variety American Food 


Enjoy ourFieih Delicious 
Take Away is Available ! 
For ResavaaoflJHeue 
' Cal) 678600 af’ 





Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 
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Competition stiff in tough Jordan Rally 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Competition was 
running high in the second and 
final day of the Jordan Interna- 
tional Rally as top ranked drivers 
from Groups A and N were in a 
. close race to keep their lead and 
. capture the title to improve their 
standing in the Middle East Rally 
Championship, While competi- 
, tors from Groups B and S were 
, aiming at winning their group 
■ title to improve their standing in 
. the Jordan Drivers Open Cham- 
. pionship. 

The ninth special stage of the 
rally at Tuneib, where competi- 
. tors began their day Friday after 
the restart from the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel at 7 a.m., saw the 
leading time of the stage go to 
Saudi Arabia's Mamdouh 
Khayyat, followed by Abbas 
Musawi, Dimitrios Mavropoulos, 
Savvas Hadjisawas, Andreas 
Tsouloftas and (Maurice Sahna- 
wi). Bagheera. 

Khayyat and Mavropoulos re- 
ported doing much better than 
the first leg, while Hadjisavras 
and Qatar’s Naser A1 Atiya still 
had problems and Najwa AJ H as- 
sail was out. 

Special stage 10 saw the retire- 
ment of Cypriot Hadjssawas who 
was holding the lead in Group N, 
but had to pull out due to mecha- 
nical problems. Musawi had the 
best leading time in the stage at 
Swaqa and kept his overall lead 
over Mavropoulos. 

Syria’s Mudar AI Assad took 
the wrong road at the Hafira 
Stage No. 11 due to the co- 
driver's mistake. While Jordan’s 
Marwan Abu Hamad had to take 
things easy as co-driver Khaled 
Zaka rya had problems with his. 


back. 

Lebanon's Adel Metni in a 
BMW/M3 bad problems with 
shock absorbers. He reported 
that his target was to reach Petra 
where there was an asphalt stage 
and where he hoped he would set 
a good time. Ron Oakley of the 
United Arab Emirates was out in 
this stage. 

Musawi again had the lead at 
'the end of stage IT at Hafira, 
followed by Mavropoulos and 
Bagheera. 

Bagheera scored the best time 
in Special Stage 12 at Hasa fol- 
lowed by Musawi who still had 
the overall lead. Syria's Assad 
advanced to Sixth place following 
Khayyat of Saudi Arabia in fifth. 

Musawi was leading with a time 
of 2.22.43 at the Fujeij special 
stage 13. He was followed by 
Mavropoulos with a time of 
2.28.23 and Bagheera with a time 
of 2.29.40. . 

The first leg of the rally, which 
witnessed a crowd of nearly 8,000 
auto sports enthusiasts following 
the events of the day, saw 9 cars 
drop out at different stages. 
There were eight stages Thurs- 
day. 

At the end of the last special 
stage of the day at Tuneib, 
Qatar’s Musawi and co-driver 
Bernard Smith in a Toyota Celica 
GT4 were leading in first place 
with a time of 1 hour 13 minutes. 
They were followed by Mavro- 
poulos and Andreas Christ- 
odoulides from Cyprus in a Ford 
Sierra Cosworth in second place 
with a time of 1.16.50. Lebanon's 
Maurice Sahnawi (known as 
Bagheera) and Naji Stephan were 
in third place with a one second 
difference and a time of 1.16.S1. 

Andreas Tsouloftas and 
Andreas Achilleos of Cyprus 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

Cl 991 Tnfcuna iMa Imm Inc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦KQ74 7AQJ9 AJ5 *73 
The bidding has proceeded 
North East Sonth West 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 ■' Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With no 4-4 fit in the majors, 
you should give up all thoughts of a 
perfectly fitting grand slam. With 
17 points faring 16-18 in partner’s 
hand, you have enough for a small 
slam, so don’t waste time— jump to 
six no trump. Even if your range is 
15-17, the no tramp slam rates to 
have play. 


Q.2- — As South, vulnerable, jrau 
hold: 

*95 'AQ 10865 ! A 4KQ107 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

3 3 7 Pass 3 NT 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Pass. Don’t let that sixth 
heart blind you to what surely is the 
best contract. Partner expects to 
make nine tricks at no trump oppo- 
site your overcali, so trust partner's 
judgment and be happy you are de- 
livering such a fine hand. 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*10843 ?AJ6 0K7 *KJ63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 * ' DM 
7 

What action do you takfe? 

A. — In terms of point count, this 
hand is exactly the same as the 
previous example, which might sug- 
gestrthat you should still pass. Here, 
i however, you do have a significant 
contribution to add to the offensive 
potential of your hand— four-card 
support for partner’s suit, as well as 
ruffing and positional values. Bid 
two spades. 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*1084 7AJ6 :K7 *KJ632 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 * Dbl 


Q-5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

#Q74 7KQl v 0962 vA *QJ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ■? Pass Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — A balancing bid of one heart 
in this position could be made on as 
little as 7-8 points. However, your 
hand is not good enough to double 
first and then bid hearts. The solu- 
tion is to jump to two hearts which, 
in the pass-out seat, shows the 
equivalent of an opening bid with a 
six-card suit. 


What action do you take? 

A. — You have a minimum hand 
with no unexpected support for 
partner's suit, and your five-card 
suit can hardly be called robust. 
The easiest way to describe your 
holding is to pass. That tells partner 
you have nothing to contribute at 
this point beyond what you an- 
nounced with your opening bid. 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*1097648 75 0KQ8 *Q103 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

Pass Pass 1 ‘7 Dbl 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Revalued in support of part- 
ner's promised spade suit, your 
hand is worth some 12 points. To 
make an invitational jump to two 
spades would be pusillanimous. 
Make partner's life easy by going 
directly to four spades. 



PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY 

(Private University) 

FACULTY MEMBERS 

NEEDED 

FOR THE ENGLISH 
DEPARTMENT 
OF 

PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY 


» 


& 


Candidates must be native speakers of - 
English with MA or Ph.D. in English L 
(Language or Literature) Appropriate m 
experience is an asset. 


* Please apply by May * 
27th, 1992 to: 

PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY 
P.O.Box 1101 Sweileh 


a 


* For more information please call 
832171 / 832172 



were fourth followed by Saudi 
Arabia's Khayyat and David 
Nicholson in fifth place. Jordan's 
Marwan Aba Hamad was in 11th 
place, and Naser Bustami 13th. 

Musawi 's experience on desert 
roads proved to be a good asset. 
Many participants complained of 
the dust and rough stages, and 
most suffered several punctures 
and car problems. 

Qatar’s Musawi had a com- 
manding lead throughout Thurs- 
day’s stages, with the leading 
times in most stages captured by 
the eventual top five of the day: 
Mavropoulos, Bagheera, 
Tsouloftas, Khayyat, and Musa- 
wi. 

Early in the rally in stage one, 
Qatar's Naser Al Atiya damaged 
bis car and later had car handling 
problems after his car rolled. 
Amjad Farrah and Hassan Abu 
Samra of Jordan were out, in 
addition to Czechoslovakia’s 
Pavel Hartel. Mavropoulos and 
Bagheera complained of dust, 
while Khayyat lost six minutes to 
rally leaders after a puncture at 
special stage two in Swaqa. Jor- 
dan's Marwan Abu Hamad was 
tenth and Najwa Al Hassan was 
12th, while Alfred Sbamoun and 
Randa Al Nabuisi were out. 

At the third special stage, Cyp- 
riot Christos Hadjisawas was 
complaining of dust coming in 
from the windscreen , while 
Qatar’s Naser AI Atiya was still 
having problems. Jordan's Naser 
Bustami also bad dust problems 
and two punctures, while Najwa' 
Al Hassan had to drive slowly 
after engine mountings were 


A'v' 



Bagheera (Marke Sahnawi) from Lebanon drives during one of the difficult special 
Jordan Rally 


of the 


broken in her Opel Manta. Re- 
mon fleifel also had punctures 
throughout the first three stages. 

■ In the fourth special stage at 
Absi, Marwan Abu Hamad of 
Jordan was in eighth place while 
Bashar Bustami was 13th, in the 
overall positions. 

In the fifth special stage, Jor- 
dan’s Marouf Abu Samra adv- 
anced to sixth place, Marwan 
-Abu Hamad fell back to 12th,- 
whiie Mamdouh Khayyat and 
Bag heera had punctures. At the. 


sixth special stage Bashar Busta- 
mi was out of the rally with a 
broken oil cooler. 

At the last special stage at 
Tunieb Thursday evening 
Tsouloftas of Cypfns and 
Khayyat had punctures, while 
Qatar’s Atiya had turbo problems 
and Cyprus' Sophocles Sophoc- 
Ieos was out. Syria’s Assad re- 
ported a good run through the 
-first eight stages and no problems - 
with the car. Earlier in the day, 
his Ro yal Highness Prince Faisal. 


Ibn Al Hussein and President of 
the International Auto Sports 
Association Max Mosley landed 
at the Qatraha regroup. Mr. Mos- 
ley said the “special stages were 
ideal for a desert rally." 

In the overall standings of 
Groups B and S Jordan's Marouf 
Abu Samra was first, Mohammad 
Shishani was second, Saleh Al 
Baba was third , Mohammad Mat- 
"tari finished fourth, followed by 
Majdi Al Jailad in the fifth posi- 
.iion. 


Lendl, Stich face tough 1st round in French Open 


PARIS (R) — Fate refused to 
smile on three times champion 
Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia 
and Wimbledon title-holder 
Michael Stich of Germany when 
the first round draw for the 
French Open tennis cham- 
pionships was made Friday. 

Lendl, who last won the Ro- 
land Garros title in 1987, was 
pitted against Spaniard Sergj Bru- 
guera, a day court specialist 
widely regarded as one of the 
most dangerous of the unseeded 
players in the draw. 

Stich. semifinalist in Paris last 
year, was matched with veteran 
American Jimmy Connors, who 
is certain to have the passionate 
support of the French crowd in 
his annual do-or-die efforts on 
centre court. 

Last year at the age of 38, 
Connors took 1989 champion and 
fellow- American Michael 
Chang, a player half his age, to a 
fifth set in a thrilling third round 
French Open duel before quitting 
— while leading — because of 
fatigue. 

The lOth-seeded Lendl, who 


missed the French Open last year 
to concentrate on Wimbledon, 
can be none too pleased at facing 
a player who caused a major 
upset by beating top see Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden in the first 
round in 1990. 

Edberg. seeded second behind 
defending champion Jim Courier 
of the United States this time, has 
an easier looking passage towards 
what be hopes will be his first 
triumph at Roland Garros. In the 
first round be meets French wild 
card entry Olivier Soules. 

Courier, who beat American 
Andre Agassi in last year’s final, 
should have a comfortable start 
against a qualifier, still to be 
determined. 

But from then on the going 
looks extremely rough for the 
wottd number one 'from Florida. 
The draw gives him a likely 
second round pairing with Tho- 
mas Muster of Austria, recent 
winner of the Monte Carlo Open, 
one of leading clay court tourna- 
ments. 

If Courier survives that, which 
is by no means certain, he would 


probably face another day spe- 
cialist in Alberto Mandni of 
Argentina in die third round, 
which would set him up for a 
possible meeting with Karel 
Novacek of Czechoslovakia. 
Guillermo Perez-Roldan of 
Argentina or Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland. 


against Goran Ivanisevic of 
Croatia, Sampras versus Guy 
Forget of France, Chang playing 
Stich and Petr Korda of Czechos- 
lovakia meeting Edberg. 


Conner's compatriot Pete 
Sampras, the third seed, will not 
be resting easy either after being 
drawn against the big-bitting 
Swiss Davis Cup player Marc 
Rosset, a difficult proposition for 
anyone on day. 

John McEnroe, who can de- 
pend on the same emotional 
crowd support as Connors, is 
unseeded for the first time in a 
decade as he faces Swede Ntcklas 
Knlti. * -*-* • *" ” -* 1 

Victory would probably see 
him into a tricky second round tie 
with Amos Mansdorf and a third 
round meeting with fifth seed 
Chang, who plays Dutchman 
Paul Haaihiris for openers. 

The projected qaarter-final 
pairings would see Courier 


The women’s draw looked far 
less eventful with top seed and 
defending champion Monica 
Seles of Yugoslavia playing the 
unheralded Frenchwoman 
Catherine Mothes and German 
second seed Steffi Graf feeing 
Rene Simpson- Alter of Canada. 

The most intriguing duel was 
the American Fernandez affair 
between sixth seed Mary-Joe and 
world number 21 Gigi. The two 
are not related. 

If all goes to form, as it tends to 
in the women’s game, Seles 
would play American Jennifer 
Capr&ti 'in the last' eight, Gab- 
riela Sabatini of Argentina would 
meet Spain’s Condrita Martinez, 
Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere of 
Switzerland would face 1989 
champion Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain and Mary-Joe 
Fernandez would be up against 
Graf. 


Kentucky Derby winner to miss Belmont Stakes 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (AP) 
— Kentucky Derby winner lil E. 
Tee won't be running in the 
Belmont Stakes because of a lung 
infection his trainer says was pre- 
sent during the colt’s fifth-place 
finish in the Preakness. 

Lfl E. Tee, who bled after the 
Preakness last Saturday, was di- 
agnosed with the infection during 
an endoscopic examination 
Tuesday, according to trainer 
Lynn Whiting. He said the 


amount of puss in the colt’s lungs 
indicated that the infection was 
present during the Preakness. 

“I feel it was probably some- 
thing laying in there that caused 
him to bleed, with the stress of 
the race and taxing his lungs,” 
Whiting said. 

Because of dirt and sand in the 
colt’s throat after the Preakness, 
examinations conducted after the 
race went only as deep as the 
trachea, rather than risk intro- 


ducing dirt into lil E. Tee’s 
lungs.' 

Whiting said Lil E. Tee would 
be treated with antibiotics for 10 
days, with the colt only jogging 
during that time. That alone 
would keep the horse out of the 
Belmont on June 6. 

“If we were running in the 
Belmont, I'd have to start train- 
ing him,” Whiting said of the 
lw-mile (2.4-kilometre) race. 
“And that wouldn’t add to the 


recovery of the horse. We just 
have to get the horse straightened 
out.... The bottom line is we have 
to have a horse for the fell.” 


Whiting said Lil E. Tee’s next 
start probably will be either the 
Ohio Derby on June 20 at Thist- 
ledown or the Arlington Classic 
on June 21 at Arlington Interna- 
tional near Chicago. Both are life 
miles (1.8 kilometres) with 
$300,000 purses. 


OKAY. MERE'S THE PEAL.. 



YOU GIVE ME THE BLANKET, 
I ANP I GIVE HOl/TUE COOKIE.. 


PLACETHE COOKIE ON 
THE FLOOR, ANP STEP 
BACK TEN PACES! 


V-/6 



Andy Capp 



. FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 23, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson . Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Poor 
judgement without protection 
from the planets make it unlikely 
that you win advance your future 
in any way. Keep your pleasant 
disposition, that others take de- 
light in, .display. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Pace your usual activities so you 
get them done without problems 
arising and in the evening outride 
interests require more attention 

than usual. 


a personal nature needs mare 
thought before attempting to pot in 
motion, later you need to keep 
poise rightly dosed. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
T2) A private concern can ruxn the 
early part of the day if you allow h 
to do so while later some, matter 
comes to fight requiring your uwS- 
1 vided attention. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider well your personal 
appearance and what you can do to 
m ake yourself more attractive and 
later in the day keep cheerful at all 
chores. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Keep at fixing up your home dur- 
ing the daytime despite some diffi- 
culties while in the evening plea- 
sures do not bring the kick you had 
anticipated. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Keep purse dose to you 
while shopping and don’t forget 
purchase while later matters at 
your home requires considerable 
tact, diplomacy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
business maner takes your mind 
off other matters righdy so solve 
the problem then an outside com- 
munication perplexes, requires 
much consideration. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you have in mind of 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) An acquaintance really 
puis you on the spot but maintain 
your cool and you handle it wed 
but la ter your attachment seems to 
demanefing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) If you have some 
outside duty to do make sure you 
arc very conscientious in the doing 
alter which you find equal care 
necessary in personal aims. ~ 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can uncover facts 
you need to make a fresh start iij 
an important matter but refrain 
from putting in motion a public 
domain just yet. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru* 
ary 19) Think about what you caq 
do to be more exact with account 
and income while later you would 
be wise to carefully consider before 
making changes. 1 

PISCES: (February 20 to March* 
2D) Long discussion with a partner 
should be sidestepped now as only 
disagreements would follow whijq 
you later find promises made are 
hard to keep. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


HARRIS 
M-Z 1 } 


By Harris 



‘Stanley’s cooking isn't so bad if you 
use Pepto-Bismol for gravy." 


' SCRAMRLEQ-WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four JumWes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RAXOB 


UL_ 

_ n 



GREME 





VICADE 

!■ 


□ 




PHE 

WEN 

' > 

_jL 


n 

A NEIGHBOR MISHT - 
REJOICE AT YOUR SOOJ7 
FORTUNE IF 
IT OOESNT 


■M7 




Now arrange the dueled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


An ™° rh °"> LULX X J U HIS LXXj 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CRUSH OPIUM PIRATE BANNER 
Answer Some so-called "open" minds shouU be 


dosed tor this— REPAIRS 



THE Daily Crossword 




ACROSS 
1 The quince, 6*. 
S Girders 

10 Place in okJ Asia 

14 To — (no 
exceptions) 

15 ’To — 
humaru." 

16 Reverse 

17 Knitted garment 

20 Numerical prefix 

21 Starts the day 

22 Boxing match, 
eg. 

23 Nary a sod 
25 Kitchen tool 
27 Indian and 

others 

29 Food stare 

30 Male swan 

33 Sachsr — 

34 — prosequi 

35 Mine material 
38 Jumble 

37 Savalas 

38 Hang limply 

39 Common abbr. 

40 Cries 

41 Popular girl 

42 — de la Plata 

43 Curves 

44 Check 

45 Mediterranean 
island 

47 WHd time 
48— -lazuli 
5QFlsafierack 
52 Bar or tope start 
55 Actually 

58 Passport 

endorsement 

59 Chosen 

60 Coup d'— 

61 Orient 

62 Takes out 
83 Naught 



Servtew. 

A« Rlgm* FtaMrvM 


DOWN 

1 Agr ee m ent 

2 Gen. Bradley 

3 Navigation aid 

4 Ultimate 

5 Gets going 

8 Remove 

7 Eng, composer 

B Duzthis 

9 Mr. letters 


10 Urbane 

11 like Harvard 
and Yale games 

12 Arab capital 

13 Saw the 
comedian 

18 Perfume 
ingredient 

19 Very strange 
24 Swearword 

26 Confederate 

27 Reverse 

28 Raccoon oousln 

29 Playthings 

31 Some exams 

32 Cause 

34 Carry coals 
to — 

37 Patisserie Hem 

38 Seedfess plant 
40 Raft 

■*1 Lagal document 
44 Assigns 
48 Point toward 

47 Mockery 

48 Row against 


Yesterday's Puzzte Solved: 


raonra amnn nnnno 
nnrgn nnnon 
□ngn rannn nnnnn 
nmnnGnnnnannB 
„ ~nn noc 
SJIESJI 0 Pann non 
gnngH nnnn nnmn 
ngaRoannnnRcinnn 
□□non 

nan nnnn nnnnoin 
nciH nan 
annHiannannnuo 
SHHBS sunn raono 
□□□ran nnnn anon 
naramn ranan □□nci 


49 Gazetteer entry 54 


Cad 56 Scatter 

Protruding rock . grass 
Preminger 57Turk.id 
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Financial 

IVinrlicts 


.Jordan ■.Tiiiics 


In co*oporallon witli 
'Cairo Amman Uank 

VJS- Dollar lit International Iklnilirtt 



Currency ■ 


Leaf? 

.StrrUiii; I'artnil “ 


1.8295 

IJtolsthf Mark 

' 1.6006 

1 1.6031 

Subs Franc 

1.4700 

1.6703 

Krrurh Franc 

5.3045 

5.4123 ** 

Japanese Yen 

129.55 

uesm 

Knrhpcpn Currrny Unit 

1.2876 

1.2768 ** 


* |isi» IVr .SIC 

** r wy t n Oprafog (A IM u. Oir 

Eurocurrency Interest Rates 


Date: 


21.5.1992 


Currency 


3 MTIJS 

6 MllIS 

12 MU IS 

UJi. Dollar 

mrm 

3.75 

4.31 

• 4.31 


■K 

9.81 

9.87 

' 9 .B 1 

| Ikulwlir Mark 

9.62 

9.62 

mm 

9.62 

gjariaaEBfi 

9.00 

B.B 7 

B .68 

8.56 


9.81 

9.81 

9.78 

9.71 

Japanese Yen 

4.71 

4,62 

4.59 

4.50 

Firrnpran Currency Unit 

10.06 

10.00 

10-06 

mm 


Imnlonh kid idr. for i 


UA Udbit IJHn,tMin cqdnlaiL 


Tredanx Metals 


21 . 5.1992 


| Mrlal 

USD/Ojc 


Mclal 

IIMJ/Ox 

JlJ/Cm 

BH 

337 . 75 

6-60 


4.09 

.on 


Carr nicy 

Aid - 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

fl -£770 

. - 0.6790 

Sterling I’m mil 

1.2379 

1.2041 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4222 

0.4243 

Swiss Franc 

0.4599 

0.4622 

French Franc 

0.1255 

0.1261 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5219 

a 5845 

Dutch ( milder 

0.3750 

0.3769 

Swedish Krona 

0.1172 

0.1178 

Haliqn I.ira* 

0.0561 

0.0564 

Be Ip inn T.-anc 

0.02054 

0.02054 


* IVr IM 

Other Currencies 


Date; 21 . 5.1992 


Currency 

llid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

. 1.7660 

■RR7IW 

l.dnnnc lira* 

0.0396 

0.0425 

Saudi Rrjral 

0.1803 

0.1815 

Kuwaiti Dinar 



Qatari Rival ~ 

0.1834 

0.1843 

CSSRHRR 

WSBSM 


Omani Ripl 

WMBSSM 

■R39H 

UAK Dirham 

0.1834 

0.1843 

Creek- Drachma* 

0-3545 

0.3745 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4825 

1.5025 • 


hr IN 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market - ' 


lndc\ 

20 . 5.1992 t- 7 <HC 

19 . 5.1992 


142 . 74 

143 . 26 


105 . 51 • 

105 . B 1 

Insurance Sector 

151 . 35 

152 . 44 

Industry Scrlor 

195 . 00 

195 . 24 

Scrvicm Sector 

179 . 36 

104 . 00 


IHvnnlwr .»l. iwi - loo 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


One ounce of gold 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at mkfcession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.8150/60 

U.S. dollar 

1.1947/52 

Canadian dollar 

1.6185/95 

Deutschemarks 

1.8220/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.4882/92 

Swiss francs 

33.27/31 

Belgian francs 

5.4380/430 

French francs 

1218/1219 

Italian lire 

129.80/90 

Japanese yen 

5.8275/325 

Swedish crowns 

-6.3125/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2474/525 

Danish crowns 

337.20 

U.S. dollars 


Smuggling, currency controls 
hinder African integration 


ABUJA, Nigeria (R) — Cross- 
border smuggling and tough 
foreign exchange controls are 
undermining efforts towards eco- 
nomic integration in West Africa. 

“More trade is done in the 
underground sector than in the 
official,'' Mayey Rasheed, a 
senior official of the West African 
Clearing House (WACH), told 
Reuters. 

“It's not healthy for our econo- 
mies and it gives a distorted, 
picture of cade relations m the 
region.'' he said. 

The clearing house, a multi- 
lateral payment scheme formed 
in 1975 to promote regional trade by 
facilitating use of national curren- 
cies, has been underused by 
businesses in the region. 

Israaiia Usman, deputy gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria, said officials should seek 
ways of encouraging their govern- 
ments to incorporate the informal 
market into a formal one. 

“If such transformation is 
achieved, the volume of recorded 
trade as well as transactions 

» the West African Gear- 
use would increase," he 


said at the opening ceremony. 

Less than 10 per cent of West 
Africa's official external trade is 
among nations in the region. But 
unofficial movement of goods, 
often across porous borders, is 
substantially higher. 

“Its a myth to say there is not 
much trade going on between 
West African countries. The 
problem is that most of it is 
unrecorded." Mr. Rasheed said. 

Smuggled rice, wheat and 
other commodities and goods 
banned by the government from 
being imported into Nigeria flow 
freely from neighbouring coun- 
tries into Africa's most populous 
nation. 

In return Nigerian manufac- 
tured goods and cheap petroleum 
products are widely available in 
other West African countries. 

Officials say lack of convertibil- 
ity of West African currencies 
hinders official trade in the re- 
gion, leading to wasteful use of 
hard currencies to carry out trans- 
actions within the region. 

“The very tough exchange con- 
trol regimes in many countries 
makes it cumbersome to do busi- 
ness,'' Mr. Rasheed said. 


Officials said it was important 
to link West Africa's national 
currencies to boost economic in- 
tegration and fight poverty in one 
of the void's poorest regions. 

“We need to harmonise the 
financial systems in order to get 
to harmonised exchange rates," 
Mr. Rasheed said. 

Mr. Usman said it was vital for 
impoverished West African na- 
tions, struggling with low. pro- 
ductivity, high foreign debt and 
an unfavourable international en- 
vironment, to move quickly to- 
wards economic integration. 

He said the world's major in- 
dustrialised nations and multi- 
lateral institutions, noteably the 
World Bank and the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund, seem to be 
focusing their attention on aiding 
tbe former planned economies of 
eastern and central Europe and 
the ex-Soviet Union. 

“Given this situation, it may 
not be long before the present 
developing countries are margi- 
nalised. For us in the West Afri- 
can sub-region, it is time we 
accepted the inevitable situation 
and accelerated our plan to meet 
‘the chaUeoges,'' Mr. Usman said. 


Amman Financial Market 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the previous 
week: 



May 16-20 

May 9-13 

DaOf average 

JD 2^442,668 

JD 3,064,668 

Total volume 

JD 12313342 

JD 15.323,339 

Total dura 

5,354,558 

6,681,423 

No. of contracts 

6,085 

6,989 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 7,066,882 

JD 10,237,087 


(57.9%) 

(66.8%) 

Financial 

JD 2,408386 

JD 2370360 


(19.7%) 

(153%) 

Service 

(17.8%) 

(16.7%) 

Insurance 

(4.6%) 

(1.0%) 

Share price index 

161.1 

160.4 

No. of companies 

74 

75 

Price movement (rise) 

27 

32 

ODedbe) 

34 

33 

(Stable) 

13 

10 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — The market, braced for bad news when tbe ministry of 
finance announced a- violation of securities regulations, signed 
with relief after the complaint was filed against an unlisted 
rice-cracker maker. The 225-share Nikkei average dosed 470.29 
points down at 18 , 221 . 00 . 

SYDNEY. — Shares edged up to dose at a six-month high in an 
otherwise featureless day. Tone was positive. The All Ordinaries 
dosed 1.9 points higher at 1,684.5. 

FRANKFURT — Boosted by money supply figures that turned 
out lower than feared, the DAX index leapt the 1,800 point 
hurdle to end up 17.48 at 1,802.96. 

ZURICH — A fall in annual inflation in the dty of Basle helped 
shares rise, but business was quiet ahead of the weekend. Tbe SPI 
index ended at 1,197.5, up 4.2 points. 

PARIS — French shares climbed strongly on the opening day of 
the new trading account, boosted by rising bond futures. The 
CAC-40 share index rose 28.29 points to dose at 2,045.12. 
LONDON — Shares hovered uncertainly in positive territory for 
most of the day but finally stepped decisively higher as Wall Street 
dim bed and stock futures rose. The FTSE 100 index ended 13 
points up at 2,715. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks were helped by some bargain-hunting 
and a technical bounce after Thursday’s declines. Tbe Dow was 
up 11.72 at 3,390.43 at 1620 GMT. 


S African bank opens M.E. links 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — South Africa’s biggest bank, ABSA 
Bank Limited, has established links with Middle East parties for 
the first time to try to begin financing trade between the two 
areas. Stephanos Smith, general manager of ABSA’s internation- 
al banking services, told reporters in Bahrain banks in the United 
Arab Emirates and Egypt had agreed to establish credit lines with . 
his firm to accommodate anticipated business. Golf Arab states 
have not formally lifted economic sanctions against South Africa 
but badness links between the two areas have been blossoming 
during the past few months. Mr. Smith said he hoped to establish 
ctmflar credit links with banks in Oman, Qatar and Bahrain, the 
Middle East's main financial hub. He also hoped to set up foreign 
exchange dealing lines with banks in Bahrain’s offshore banking 
market. “Up until now the Middle East has been a dosed market 
for us. We want to enter into a formal correspondent banking 
relationship with banks in this area as trade stars." he said. 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Vandam .... In 

BLOOD SPORT 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


Nabfl At JMasMni Theatre 



Cinema : Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 



Al Pacino ... in 

SEA OF LOVE 


Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 




Cinema 


Nabil & Hisham 
in person acting in the play 

“Ahlan- New World Order” 

Tickets at: JD 2, JD 3 & JD 5 ■ 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. Extra show on Wednesday 4:30 pjn. 



Tel: 625155 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz.- in 

POSTMORTEM 

EXECUTION 


A^Shovra: 330, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 




Biggest 
Saudi bank 
to close 
London 
branch 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
National Commercial Bank. 
(NCB) Saudi Arabia's biggest 
bank in terms of assets, has said it 
was dosing its London branch 
because of lack of profitability. 

An NCB statement sent to 
Reuters in Bahrain said the Lon- 
don branch had not been profit- 
able since it was set up in 1986 
and senior management had 
taken the decision to cut costs. 

"The closure of the London 
branch is part of a long term 
strategy aimed at rationalising 
non-profitable operations ‘abroad 
and boosting the better perform- 
ing ones. Other NCB internation- 
al branches will not be affected 
and will continue to operate nor- 
mally," the bank said. 

NCB would keep a representa- 
tive office in Britain to assist 
commercial and corporate busi- 
ness and would continue to de- 
velop its investment activities 
there through a wholly-owned 
U.K. subsidiary — Saudi NCB 
Securities, tbe statement said. 

The decision was taken after 
talks with the Bank of England 
and the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency, it added. There were no 
further details and the bank did 
not say when it would close. 

NCB, a private bank owned 
solely by the kingdom’s powerful 
Bin Mahfouz and Kaaki families, 
has not published financial results 
for 1990 or 1991. It had assets of 
86.6 billion Saudi riyals ($23 bil- 
lion) in 1989 and declared nil 
profit for the year. 


OECD works to cut industry 
subsidies to help world trade 


PARIS (R) — The Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) has said 
that better procedures for moni- 
toring industrial subsidies would 
help reduce international trade 
disputes. 

The OECD, an economic 
think-tank for the world's richest 
countries, has set up a data base 
on such subsidies and started a 
process of collective reviews by 
tbe members. 

This procedure had helped 
make governments* support for 
industry more transparent, it 
said, though its report only covers 
tbe 1986 to 1989 period, when 
available data showed a decrease 
in' total subsidies. 

Within that total, it said tax 
concessions fell while direct 
financial support rose. 

It found a parallel switch from 
catch-all subsidies to more fo- 
cused support for research and 
development, regional develop- 
ment and export promotion. 

“Export-related supports seem 
to have increased, in spite of the 
international efforts to contain 
them," it said. 

While there was a role for 
industrial subsidies in promoting 
national policies, they could dis- 
tort competition, both between 
companies in a particular country 
as well as between countries. 

“In a rapidly globalising eco- 
nomy, freer movement of goods, 
services and capital is sustainable 
only if international competition 
is perceived as fair," the OECD 
said. 

This issue was being scrutinised 


by international and regional 
bodies, notably the European 
Community (EC) and the general 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), which is coordinating 
the current, stalled Uruguay 
Round of trade talks. 

"The essence of their efforts is 
directed towards the introduc- 
tion, internationally, of greater 
transparency and of understand- 
ings to reduce the potential for 
friction," the OECD said. 

Meanwhile, an OECD report 
said that farmers in leading indus- 
trialised nations are still being 
oversubsidised and food moun- 
tains will go on rising if policies 
are not changed. 

The OECD said that, because 
its member countries failed to 
adopt meaningful reforms, the 
cost of supporting farmers' in- 
come fell by just 1.8 per cent to 
5177.01 billion in 1991. 

The OECD, which had identic- 
al criticisms in its last study a year 
ago, said its 24 members had 
made only limited progress to- 
wards subsidy reductions despite 
their pledges in 1987. 

“The market situation and out- 
look point to the insufficient 
adjustments in agricultural poli- 
cies ... distorting competitive 
conditions on international mar- 
kets and adding to the structural 
surpluses in most commodities,” 
it said. 

The OECD said that 1991 was 
once again marked by output- 
based support policies in member 
countries that fostered an in- 
crease in agricultural production. 


“Restrictions on import access 
impeded trade while the desire to 
preserve or increase market 
shares led some exporting coun- 
tries to continue to use high 
export subsidies, particularly for 
wheat," it said. 

Although the actual amount of 
assistance in dollar terms slipped 
back in 1991, per unit market 
price support, direct payments to 
farmers and other forms of sub- 
sidy all increased. 

The implicit tax on consumers 
from government measures to 
support agriculture rose by 1.3 per 
cent to SI 34.7 billion. 

The EC, where the cost of 
assistance to producers fell back 
by just 0.5 per cent to 67.6 billion 
European Currency Units (583.6 
billion), came in for criticism for 
its lack of progress. 

Overall world prices for agri- 
cultural goods fell by more than 
the prices offered by the Com- 
munity's producers, showing that 
marker price support actually in- 
creased. 

In the United States, support 
to producers was 1.7 per cent 
lower in 1991 than the year be- 
fore at 534.7 billion, though this 
was due to a fall in output. Direct 
payments to farmers and other 
forms of support were higher 
when measured on a per unit 
basis. 

Summing up, the OECD said 
that although there was better 
awareness and recognition of the 
problems posed by the sector, 
few concrete measures have been 
adopted so far. 


Bush administration attacks 
Fed interest rate policy 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush administration stepped up 
its pressure on the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) to cut interest rates 
Thursday just days after the cen- 
tral bank apparently decided 
against taking such action. 

“We believe there is room for a 
further easing of monetary poli- 
cies ... to promote growth," 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady told an exporters' confer- 
ence. 

* The Fed’s policy-making Open 
Market Committee met behind 
closed doois Tuesday and the 
Wall Street Journal repotted 
Thursday that it had decided not 
to cut rates. 

Fed officials, surprised by tbe 
newspaper report of their secret 
meeting, did not deny the 
account but declined to discuss in 
detail the reasons for their deci- 
sion. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, noted though that 
economic growth in the first part 
of this year has been generally 
running ahead of expectations. 

Banking sources who speak to 
the Fed regularly said that the 
central bank has recently shown a 
proclivity to look on the brighter 
side of economic data and to 
increasingly discount the chances 
of a renewed recession. 

They also said that some Fed 
policymakers are starting to wor- 
ry that the central bank may have 
already cut rates too far and that 
inflation might pick up as the 
economy expands. 


The concern may have been 
apparent in remarks by Federal 
Reserve Governor Lawrence 
Lindsey last week. Mr. Lindsey 
said he believed that the risks to 
the U.S. economy were evenly 
balanced between the downside 
— further economic weakness — 
and the upside — excessive 
growth that fuels inflation. 

Fed officials also stressed that 
they are more interested in get- 
ting long-term interest rates down 
than the short-term ones the cen- 
tral bank controls directly. 

"That’s what's important for 
homeowners and for companies 
seeking to expand capacity," one 
Fed official said. 

Long-term interest rates have 
stayed stubbornly high, partly be- 
cause of fears the Fed might cave 
in to political pressure and cut 
interest rates too far, setting the 
stage for a resurgence of infla- 
tion. 

The Fed itself is particularly 
sensitive to accusations that it is 
losing its independence during 
this election year. 

The banking sources said that 
some Fed policymakers were con- 
cerned when central bank gov- 
ernor Susan Phillips appeared at 
a White House-sponsored news 
conference last month to 
announce measures to streamline 
banking regulations. 

“It's difficult to maintain inde- 
pendence on the monetary policy 
front while giving things away on 
the regulatory front," one source 
said. “That concern might have 



Nicholas Brady 

stiffened some backs at the Fed 
on monetary policy." 

While the Fed’s decision to 
leave policy on bold seems to 
preclude a rate cut in the next few 
weeks, analysts said such action 
cannot be ruled out if the econo- 
mic recovery falters. 

That’s what concerns the 
White House, especially with 
President George Bush up for 
reelection in November. 

While saying the economy now 
looks likely to grow faster this 
year than the administration's 
current 2.2 per cent forecast. 
White House chief economist 
Michael Bosk in said the slow 
growth of the nation's money 
supply remains a concern. 

Changes in money growth are 
often a precursor of changes in 
the economy. 


CIS bankers agree to coordinate policy 


MOSCOW (R) — Central bank- 
ers in the states of tbe former 
Soviet Union have agreed to 
coordinate credit and monetary 
policy and say they must take 
joint action to stabilise the rouble 
currency, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said Friday. 

TASS said the central bankers, 
meeting in the Uzbek capital 


Tashkent Thursday, drew up new 
guidelines for joint monetary 
policy. The guidelines must be 
approved at another bankers' 
meeting scheduled for mid-June 
in the Estonian capital Tallin. 

Central bank officials have said 
coordination of monetary police 
in the so-called “rouble zone" is 
essential. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, 3 bedrooms, super deluxe apart- 
ment, located in Urn Uthaina. 

For more information call, 685004. 

Bissan-Real Estate 


REQUIRED 

Private English teacher to teach two children (preferably 
English native speaker with elementary school teaching 
experience.) 

Call 660745 / 060283 Mr. K.O. Park or Mr. All 
Hashed (Korean Embassy). 


A furnished Section of A Villa 
For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, L-shaped salon, kitchen, a small 
private garden and parking area. Independent central heating, 
electricity, water. 

To be rented to a couple without children or to one* or two 
male-female single persons. 

The rent is to be paid yearly and is JD 3,300. 

Please call 644201 10:00 — 1.-00 
5:00 — 7.-00 


The rouble is legal tender in all 
former Soviet republics although 
several states say they plan to 
introduce their own currencies 
soon. 

TASS said the banks had 
agreed to exchange information, 
limit loans to republican govern- 
ments and commercial banks and 
move towards a single external 
exchange rate for the rouble. 

The agency said experts from 
the Washington-based Interna- 


tional Monetary Fund (IMF) had 
advised the central bankers that 
tough monetary policies were 
essential to prevent inflation get- 
ting out of control. 

The IMF has promised Russia 
and the other countries of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) a S6 billion fund to 
stabilise the rouble, but the aid is 
dependent on economic reforms 
plans meeting tough IMF de- 
mands. 


Furnfslred Roof For Rent 

Consisting of two bedrooms, including a master, spacious 
room with large bathroom, salon and dining room, kitchen, 
spacious terrace overlooking Mecca Street Annual rent: 
JD 4,000. 

Tel.: 819544 



CONGRATULATION 



- X'vgkoi tfewetrjf 

IS TRUST 

Tel: 670337 

Jabal Al Hussein-Khalld Ben Walid St 
Sukaina Centre 

Congratulate their brother 

2)r. WoLunnuJ -Au JucfU 

for opening his clinic near Khalidi Hospital and wish 
him to open his private hospital in the near future. 
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World News 


Azerbaijan threatens to enlist Turkish help 


U.N. team arrives in Armenia 


YEREVAN (AP) — A U.N. 
fact-finding mission arrives in 
Armenia's capital Friday en route 
to Nakhichevan, the latest hot- 
spot in Armenian-Azerbaijani 
fighting. Azerbaijan threatened 
to ask Turkey, Armenia's historic 
enemy, to intervene in the four- 
year-old war. 

The war spread this week to 
Nakhichevan, an Azerbaijani 
territory surrounded by Armenia, 
killing at least 16 people. The 
flare-up followed decisive Arme- 
nian victories in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a predominantly 
Armenian enclave within Azer- 
baijan. 

Commonwealth of indepen- 
dent States (CIS) border troops 
in Nakhichevan were placed on 
alert for their own protection, 
and Iran offered to send obser- 
vers to the region. 

Turkey and Russia also showed 
signs of being drawn into the 
conflict, one of several in the 
former Soviet Union stemming 


from longtime ethnic animosity. 

“If events continue the way 
they are, Azerbaijan will apply to 
Turkey to intervene in the situa- 
tion," the First Deputy Chairman 
of the Azerbaijani Parliament, 
Tamerlan Karayev, told reporters 
in Moscow. 

Rasm Musabekov, adviser to 
acting Azerbaijani President Isa 
Gambarov, agreed: “One can 
talk about help from Turkey if 
Azerbaijan is not able to defend 
its territory.” 

The Azerbaijani News Agency 
Taran reported Thursday that Tur- 
key was already moving troops 
towards its 7-mile (11 kilometre) 
border with Nakhichevan. But 
Turkey’s Defence Ministry said 
Friday it was unaware of such a 
move. 

Turks and _ Armenians have 
long been foes! Turkey and Azer- 
baijan share a common language. 

Armenian Foreign Minister 
Raff Hovanesian said Thursday 
that a preliminary agreement 


bad been reached for Iran to 
'place observers along the 
Anuenian-Nakhicbevan border. 

“Iran has been playing quite a 
positive role in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh conflict and is seeking 
to bring about at least an interim 
ceasefire," he said. 

Kazakhstan President Nursul- 
tan Nazarbayev, speaking at 
U.N. headquarters in New York, 
on Thursday called for an in- 
creased U.N. role on Nagorno- 
Karabakh. He called U.N in- 
volvement “an absolute necessi- 
ty." 

The U.N. mission now in 
Armenia was asked only to pre- 
pare a first-hand report on the 
escalating fighting for U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
li. 

U.N. officials and diplomats 
have said Dr. Ghali likely would 
send an envoy to the region later. 
Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance visited Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Nagorno- 


Karabakh in mid-March on a 
fact-finding mission, reporting 
back privately to Dr. Ghali and 
the Security Council. 

Russian State Seecretary Gen- 
nady Burbulis and Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev met with 
leaders in Armenia Thursday and 
said it would be ‘impossible" and 
“absurd” for Turkish troops to 
intervene. 

But Mr. Grachev said Armenia 
would not be “left in die lurch, 
alluding to a collective security 
agreement signed last weekend 
by Armenia, Russia and four 
other Commonwealth members 
but not Azerbaijan. 

Mr. Hovanesian renewed calls 
for peace talks. 

“It takes two to tango, and 
Armenia asks Azerbaijan to 
stand back from its campaign of 
escalation along the border," be 
said. 

Armenia has been the respond- 
ing side and not the initiating 
side” in the latest battles, be said. 


Ramos camp claims win, rival vows hunger strike 


MANILA (R) — The party of 
former Defence Chief Fidel 
Ramos said Friday he had seized 
an insurmountable lead in the 
race for the Philippine presiden- 
cy- 

His most outspoken rival 
Miriam Santiago threatened a 
hunger strike to the death to' 
protest against alleged poll- 
rigging. 

The spokesman for Gen. 
Ramos's People Power Party 
(Lakas) claimed victory, but for- 
mer first lady Imelda Marcos and 
Vice-President Salvador Laurel 
joined the growing chorus of los- 
ing candidates who complained 
the May 11 polling had been 
maned by fraud. 

“The lead of Secretary Ramos 
is too wide a margin for any of 
our rivals to overhaul at this 
stage,” Lakas spokesman Rafael 
Alim an told a news conference. 

“My margin is getting wider 
and wider. It's not narrowing 
unless there will be some kind of 
magic that will be made by my 
rivals,” Gen. Ramos said in a 
statement released Friday. 


Fiery anti-graft crusader Mrs. 
Santiago, dubbed by admirers the 
“iron lady of the east”, vowed 
that starting Saturday she would 
“fast indefinitely, to the death if 
necessary” to halt what she called 
vote fraud in the bitterly- 
con tested race. 

The ex-judge and mother of 
two, a former popular member of 
President Carazon Aquino's 
cabinet, accused the government 
of manipulating election returns 
to favour Gen. Ramos. 

But presidential Executive 
Secretary Franklin Drilon Friday 
insised “there is no evidence of 
large-scale fraud as to affect the 
result of the presidential and vice- 
presidential race. There are iso- 
lated instances of tampering.” 
Lakas spokesman Altman said 
the victory of the former general, 
who imprisoned thousands of dis- 
sidents in the darkest years of 
martial law in the Philippines in 
the 1970s, “is obvious.” 

Gen. Ramos visited a Manila 
garbage dump known as Smoky 
Mountain Friday and thanked ab- 
out 2,000 supporters who 


scavenge for a living for their 
support. 

Only 51 per cent of the esti- 
mated 25 million votes cast in the 
polls has been counted by the 
officially-sanctioned Media 
Citizens' Quick Count (MCQC). 

Gen. Ramos led the second- 
placed Eduard Cojuangeo, a rich 
businessman and estranged 
cousin of Mrs. Aquino, by 
861,934 votes. 

The former defence chief, a 
physical fitness devotee with a 
penchant for parachuting, had 
3.13 million votes against Mr. 
Cojuangco's 2.26 million votes in 
tallies compiled by (be MCQC. 

Mrs. Santiago, who led in the 
initial counting, fell back to third 
place with 2.23 million votes 
while former first lady Marcos 
was iif fifth spot with 1.48 million 
votes. 

Barring a last-minute rally by 
Mr. Cojuangeo or Mrs. Santiago, 
Gen. Ramos will be installed on 
June 30 as the eighth president of 
one of the world's unruliest 
democracies. 

He will be the first Protestant 


and the first army man to occupy 
the highest civilian post in a 
country that is 83 per cent Roman 
Catholic. 

Mrs. Santiago, Mr. Cojuangeo 
and Mrs. Marcos’s New Society 
Movement (KBL) party have ac- 
cused the government of 
“wholesale fraud” in favour of 
Gen. Ramos, whom Mrs. Aquino 
backs. 

The KBL urged the watchdog 
Commission On Elections (Com- 
elec) to take immediate action on 
charges by the MCQC that there 
were attempts to tamper until 
elections returns. 

Mr. Laurel claimed there was 
widespread vote-buying and 
tampering of election returns and 
warned he may not respect the 
results of the polls. 

But MCQC Vice-Chirman 
Rani Locrin said only two out of 
1,502. certificates of elections re- 
turns they have received have 
been tampered with and added 
that fraud was “not massive.” 

Congress, which starts 
meeting Tuesday, will eventually 
proclaim the official winner. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shevardnadze vows ‘no mercy’ for gunmen Weinberger passes lie-detector test 


MOSCOW (AP) — Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze has 
vowed that “no mercy” would be shown to gunmen who killed 51 
refugees fleeing fighting in separatist South Ossetia. It was the 
most gruesome incident in one of the bloodiest weeks in tire 
former Soviet Union since the collapse of the central government 
last year. In Moldova, officials accused Russia of “open military 
aggression” in the breakaway Trans-Dniester region and said it 
was crippling Moldovan attempts to stop the fighting. Seventeen 
people, including a pregnant woman and two children, were killed 
and more than a dozen wounded Wednesday and Thursday in 
fighting between Moldovan loyalists and Slavic separatists near 
Dubossaiy m Trans-Dniester, officials said. The Interfax Nrvs 
Agency said Thursday that verified figures from the North 
Ossetian security ministry showed that 51 people were killed and 
dozens wounded when gunmen stopped a convoy of cars, ordered 
all the passengers to get out and then opened fire with 
submachine guns. Several people fled unharmed into nearby 
woods where they watched the gunmen escape, it said. The 
assailants remain at large. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Former U.S. Secretary of Defence 
Caspar Weinberger, under investigation for his role in the 
Iran-contra scandal, has passed a lie-detector test that asked if he 
took part in a cover-up to protect then-President Ronald Reagan. 
The test results, along with a letter of support from two key 
members of the Senate panel that investigated the scandal, were 
released Thursday by defence attorneys who seek to persuade 
prosecutors not to indict Mr. Weinberger. After talks with 
attorneys for Mr. Weinberger and former Secretary of State 
George Shultz, special prosecutor Lawrence Walsh has put off for 
the time being any decision on bringing new drariiud charges 
against high-ranking Reagan aides. According to the lie detector 
test given on May 5, Mr. Weinberger denied he had knowingly 
engaged “in a cover-up with senior administration officials in tee 
fall of 1986 or in 1987 regarding Ronald Reagan’s participation in 
tee matter." 


Polls show Perot has strong appeal 


Russia, Poland agree on troop pullout 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian and Polish leaders signed an agree- 
ment Friday under which 40,000 troops of the former Soviet army 
will withdraw from Poland by Nov. 15. A small group will stay 
behind to supervise tee transit home of 200,000 troops still in 
Germany. The agreement signed by Polish Foreign Minister 
Krzysztof Skubiszewski settles the financial arrangements for the 
withdrawal. Russian President Boris Yeltsin and Polish leader 
Lech Walesa signed a treaty on political cooperation, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said. “President Yeltsin described the treaty 
on friendship and cooperation between Russia and Poland as a 
historic event... President Walesa said that the document opened 
a new page in bilateral relations.” TASS said. Mr. Walesa, on his 
first visit as head of state to any of tee former Soviet republics, 
was received by Mr. Yeltsin in tee grandeur of the Kremlin’s St 
George Hall. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A series of new polls showed that likely 
third-party candidate Ross Perot keeps making headway in bis 
iron-official run for the White House while President George 
Bush picks up some strength and Democrat Bill Clinton loses 
some ground. A CNN-USA Today poll reported by the cable 
network said that in a poll of more than 800 voters across the 
country, Mr. Perot was even with Mr. Bush at 35 per cent each, 
while Mr. Clinton was running third at 25 percent. The poll had a 
margin of error of plus or minus four percentage points. An 
earlier poll last weekend by Time/CNN had- Mr. Perot at 33 per 
cent, Mr. Bush, 28 per cent and Mr. Clinton third at 24 per cent. 

An NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll released Wednesday 
found 35 per cent of voters backed or were leaning towards Mr. 
Bush, 30 per cent chose Mr. Perot and 27 per cent picked Mr. 
Clinton. The margin of error was plus or minus three per cent. 


U.S. Congress saves oneSeawolf 


China confirms nuclear test 


PEKING (R) — China acknowledged Friday teat it had con- 
ducted an underground nuclear test, but rejected U.S. criticism of 
the massive blast. “China did conduct an underground nuclear 
test recently,” the New China News Agency quoted a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman as saying in answer to reporters’ questions. 
The United States faulted China for Thuraday's test. State 
Department spokesman Richard Boucher said te yield was in the 
one-megaton ne range, equivalent to one million tonnes of TNT. 
“We regret the Chinese have conducted this test and that they 
have not demonstrated the same restraint as that shown by 
Russia, ourselves or the other nudear weapons states,” which 
keep their testing at far lower levels, Mr. Boucher said. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman, apparently responding to 
teat criticism, said China had been more restrained than any of 
the five big nuclear powers — the United States, Britain, France. 

^Russia and China. 

C3LK. approves European union treaty 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress has voted resoundingly to 
rescue one of two Sea wolf submarines President George Bush 
wanted to kill, taking a compromise course the administration 
said it would accept. By overwhelming margins, the House Of 
Representatives and Senate sent Mr. Bush legislation slashing 
$82 billion from the 1992 budget, inducting SI .3 billion from the 
Seawolf programme. That would allow construction of one of tee 
sophisticated nudear submarines bat halt plans to build a second 
one. The House approved the measure on a 404-11 vote, and the 
Senate sent the measure to Mr. Bush on a 90-9 tally. In a separate 
vote that showed Congress’ reluctance to make deep defence cuts 
despite the Soviet Union’s breakup, lawmakers then approved a 
S1.5 trillion federal budget for fiscal 1993, which begins Oct. 1. 


U.S. defence, agrees less media restrictions 


LONDON (AP) — Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd has pre- 
dicted the size of the European Community will nearly double to 
some 20 nations by the end of the decade. "We are building 
something unique,” Mr. Hurd said. “There are no precedents. 
We are building not a superstate, but a community of member- 
states, upholding diversity, serving but not dominating its 
citizens." Mr. Hurd spoke in the House of Commons before a key 
vote on a bill to ratify a treaty on closer political and economic 
union of the 12-nation Community. The conservative government 
held a comfortable majority in the 336-92 vote in favour of the 
Maastricht treaty, despite a rebellion from about two dozen party 
right-wingers. The vote at the end of a two-day debate passed the 
most important legislative stage of the ratification bill, tee second 
reading. The further stages will take several more weeks. The 
opposition Labour Party announced before tee vote that it would 
abstain, but 55 labour members defied orders and voted against 
the government. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The news media and U.S. military signed 
a peace treaty of sorts Thursday, agreeing on new and less 
restrictive combat reporting guidelines in the wake of the Golf 
.war. But over the objection of media officials, the Defence 
Department said it will continue to reserve the option of 
reviewing reports from future battlefields to make sure they do 
not endanger troop safety or military success. News organisations 
promised to challenge such “security review” of dispatches 
whenever it is used. Otherwise, a joint statement of principles on 
war coverage issued Thursday will lessen future reliance on 
so-called “media pools” and will give individual reporters more 
access to combat 


Senate approves aid to cities 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Senate has a pp ro ved an 
emergency urban aid bill that sponsors said would provide jobs, 
education and hope for America's inner cities as well as money to 
rebuild Los Angeles. Denounced as a ‘ ‘political Titanic" by 
opponents, the bill would spend $2 billion — $1.45 bflikm more 
than President George Bush wants and the House of Representa- 
tives has approved. The vote was 61 to 36. Eleven Republicans 
joined 50 Democrats in voting to a p p rove the measure. 


3 North 


Korean 

troops 

shot dead 


at border 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
troops shot dead three Norte 
Korean soldiers Friday in a dash 
on the southern ride of tee heavi- 
ly fortified border, U.S. and 
South Korean officials said. 

A U.S military spokesman said 
the incident applied to be North 
Korea’s most serious violation in 
recent years of the armistice 
which ended the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

A Seoul government source 
said the three were in frill combat 
uniform, with grenades, rifles and 
daggers, but it was not. im- 
mediately known if they were 
trying to infiltrate the South or 
were faking part in military train- 
ing. 

The U.S. military spokesman 
said there was an exchange of fire 
in the central section of the four- 
km-wide (2.5-mile) demilitarised 
zone which has divided the penin- 
sula since the end of the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

He said three Norte Koreans 
were killed and one South Ko- 
rean was injured. 

Hie spokesman said a Sooth 
Korean patrol intercepted a 
North Korean patrol one 
kilometre south of the military 
demarcation line that runs down 
tee middle of tee demilitarised 


zone. 

A joint United Nations team 
was sent to the border to investi- 
gate .the shooting, which broke 
out at about 11:30 a.m. (0230 
GMT). 

The incident comes at a time 
when the two Koreas are actively 
engaged in dialogue to improve 
relations. South Korean govern- 
ment bffidals fear it could ham- 
per efforts to implement a non- 
aggression pact signed last De- 
cember. 

According to first reports, two 
North Koreans were killed. 

The South Korean government 
source said nine North Korean 
soldiers had been moving along 
the border Thursday night but it 
appeared that only three crossed 
over to South. Further details of 
tee incydeqt were not inunpdiate- 
ly available. 

The twq Koreas have been 
pursuing detente in recent 
months, with their prime minis- 
ters meeting alternatively in each 
other’s capitals. 

The premiers agreed this 
month during talks in Seoul to 
allow 100 elderly people, accoma- 
nied by 70 folk artists, to meet 
relatives from the other side on 
the 47th anniveisary of Korea’s 
liberation from Japan on Aug. 
15. 

“This could be the Norte's way 
of trying to break its promise of 
allowing exchang e s of families in 
August,” a political analyst said. 

It was the first infiltration and 
first shooting between the Koreas 
this year. Last year North Korean 
troops fired machmegun rounds 
at a southern post but caused no 
damage or injuries. 

In February 1990, the North 
fired about 20 rounds, from a 
machinegun at a South Korean 
guard post m a western sector of 
the border. 
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Thai coalition wants quick 


resignation of premier 


BANGKOK (AP)— In a sudden 
reversal, the governing parties 
that named army chief Suchinda 
Kraprayoon prime minister de- 
clared Friday they backed consti- 
tutional reforms that would oust 
him within weeks. 

- The reversal came after many 
Thais expressed outrage over the 
military’s bloody suppression of 
mass demonstrations which had 
demanded Gen. Suchinda’s res- 


ignation. 

At least 40 people were killed 
and 600 wounded during the de- 
monstrations, which ended early 
Thursday after the king inter- 
vened in the country's worst poli- 
tical crisis since 1976. 

The five ruling coalition parties 
which bad appointed Gen. 
Suchinda prime minister 
threatened to pull out of tee 
government Friday if a constitu- 
tional amendment that would en- 
sure his ouster was not passed by 
parliament. 

Their leaders submitted draft 
amendments to parliament Fri- 
day lessening militar y interfer- 
ence in politics, including the key 
provision that the prime minister 
must be an elected member of the 
parliament. Gen. Suchinda was 
appointed to tee post. 

The drafts said Gen. Suchinda 
resign immediately upon passage 
of tee re f or m s. 

Gen. Suchinda's resignation 
bad been a key demand of the 
protesters who confronted army 
truncheons and gunfire earlier 
this week as they marched by tens 
of thousands upon Bangkok and 
other cities. 

“If tee amendment doesn’t 
pass then our party will withdrew 
its support and tee government 
mil collapse." said Preecha Pong- 
cfaarenkul, a member of parlia- 
ment of the largest coalition par- 
ty, tee Justice Unity Party. 

On Friday, Foreign Minister 
Pongpol Adireksan said everyone 
he has consulted insists the prime 
minister resign. He spoke after 


receiving a letter from hundreds 
of foreign ministry officials con- 
demning the killings and support- 
ing the constitutional reforms. 

With tears in his eyes. Pongpol 
told the officials — most of whom 
wore black in mounting — he 
agreed with them. He said the 
army should take responsibility 
for the killings and promised an 
investigation into the deaths. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of an- 
xious relatives searched Friday 
for missing pro-democracy pro- 
testers as fears rose that the death 
toll from four days of violence 
may be far higher than the gov- 
ernment’s count of 40. 

Many people are incensed by 
reports tee army had dumped. 
. bodies in abandoned vehicles and 
burned them. Others reported 
secret cremations of bodies in a 
large Buddhist temple near where 
the most violent protests occured. 

The stories could not be con- 
firmed. 

On Friday, student activists 
and newspapers set up hotlines to 
trade down those still missing a 
day after the government re- 
leased more than 3,000 demon- 
strators from prison under an 
amnesty. 

One hotline at the National 
Institute of Development Admi- 
nistration recorded more than 
300 cases, none of whom could be 
located in city hospitals, said 
Kaniwta Ditakamon, a student 
manning tee lines. 

“Some of them might still be 
prisoners," she said. “But I think 
many are dead.” 

Air Chief Marshal Kaset Ro- 
jananil, head 1 of the military 
security forces ( farin g the protests, 
defending his troops’ behaviour. 

“Everyone must be jointly re- 
sponsible,” he said. “In self- 
defence ... when die bloodthirsty 
mobs came near the soldiers, they 
bad to aim their guns low and fire 
to intimidate them/’ he said, 
according to The Nation news- 
paper. 


Purported captors of German 
hostages call for exchange deal 


BEIRUT (AP) — A caller claim- 
ing to speak for the captors of two 
Germans has appealed to the 
hostages’ relatives to increase 
pressure op .their gover n ment to 
free a. pair of Lebanese, the A1 
Hayat newspaper reppftod jFjrj- 
day. 

Heinrich Struebig, 50, and 
Thomas Kemptner, 30, are the 
last remaining Western hostages 
in Lebanon. 

The independent daily Al 
Hayat said the anonymous caller 
telephoned its offices in Beirut 
Thursday. It said it decided to 
carry his Arabic-1 anguage state- 
ment, even though it could not 
authenticate his claim. 

"We view positively tee recent 
demonstration staged by the 
families and friends of the two 
Germans for their release,” the 
caller said, according to tee re- 
port. 

“We ask the families and 
friends to keep up their pressure 
on the German government to 
quickly find a humanitarian way 
out for the brothers Mo hammad 
Ali and Abbas Hamadi,” be 
added. 

The release of the brothers, 
who are serving prison terms in 


Germany, has been the only pub- 
lic demand for the release of the 
two hostages, kidnapped in South 
Lebanon May 16. 1989. 

“The. feelings, of., foe. foariliea 
and friends ’of^toetwo Germans 
are the samp «s those of the 
families and friends of the Hama- 
di brothers. Therefore, we renew 
our demand for emphasis on the 
need to dose the hostages’ file 
once and for all,” the caller was 
quoted as saying. 

“We call for handling the case 
of Mohammad Ali and Abbas 
Hamadi from a humanitarian 
standpoint in order to free them. 
The German government is cap- 
able of searching for a legal way 
out, which we believe does ex- 
ist,” the caller added. 

He expressed hope that the 
recent change of the German 
foreign minister would boost 
efforts towards a “happy ending 
involving tee release of the two 
Germans and the Hamadi 
brothers.” 

Germany has repeatedly re- 
fused to release the Hamadi 
brothers. 

Their elder brother, Abdul 
Hadi, is security chief for the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah. 


Los Angeles police chief changes 


his mind on leaving office early 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Los 
Angeles' embattled Police Chief 
Daryl Gates has said be had 
changed his mind about leaving 
office early after telling friends on 
the city council he would be 
stepping down on June 2. 

Chief Gates had intended to go 
on vacation for the last month of 
bis term in office r but said tee 
►recent Los Angeles' riots had 
forced him to change his plans and 
be had decided to stay until June 
29. 

“I am not going to be able to 
take my vacation as I had in- 
tended to do. I've got a lot of 
things to be cleared up in that 
period of time,” he fold a meet- 
ing of the civic group, Town Hall. 

It is not the first time Chief 
Gates, 65, has changed his mind 
on 1 leaving the job. 

He was forced to tender his 
resignation in July 1991 by the 
Christopher Commission, which 
was set up in the wake 'of the 
March 3, 1991, videotaped beat- 
ing of black motorist Rodney 
King by four- white police offic- 
ers. 

A jury’s acquittal of the four on 
April 29 this year led to three 
days of bloody rioting, arson and 
looting _in Los Angeles in which 
59 were killed and more than 
2,000 injured. 

The Christopher Comntisskn) 
found there was a rogue element 
in the Los Angeles police which 
routinely used excessive force in 
arresting suspects and was also 
racially motivated. 

The panel blamed Chief Gates 
for allowing such conditions to 
exist and demanded his resign**- 



Daryl Gates 


tion. 

After first saying be would 
resign. Chief Gates later said he 
had no. intention of quitting. 
There followed months in which 
he switched between resigning 
and not resigning before he final- 
ly .agreed to go and set the end of 
June as the date. 

But even as Late as Thursday 
Chief Gates would not say when 
be was leaving. “I haven’t chosen 
-the exact date,” be said. 

Chief Gates must leave office 
by June 29 when the new chief, 
Willie Williams, takes over. 

Meanwhile, a study released 
Thursday said the three days of 
riots that engnlfed Los. Angeles 
after the acquittals in the King 
case will deal a sharp blow to 
tourism, cutting visitor spending 
by $1.1 billion over the next year. 

The- study, commissioned by 


the Los Angeles Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, found that Los 
Angeles may lose 31,000 full-time 
jobs m the hospitality industry 
over the next year as a result of a 
drop in tourism. 

The projected drop in visitors 
means a loss of $586 million in 
lost wages and income to em- 
ployees and business owners, 
the study said. 

The expected drop in tourism is 
yet another blow to the Los 
Angeles economy following the 
riots. Insurers Wednesday esti- 
mated covered insuranced losses 
from the riots at $775 million. - 

Tbe Los Angeles economy is 
already reeling from sharp cuts in 
defence spending, which has re- 
sulted in the layoff of thousands 
of workers in the defence- 
aerospace industry. 

Tourism is the second-largest 
industry in Los Angeles County, 
producing annual revenues of ab- 
out $7 bfflkm and employing ab- 
out 392,000 people. 

The study found that interna- 
tional tourism in Los Angeles will 
suffer the most from tire riots, 
wth a projected decline through 
the summer of 30 to 40 per cent 
and a long-term decline of IS to 
25 per cent. 

Domestically, tourism will 
drop 15 to 25 per cent in tire short 

term and five to 10 per cent in the 
long term, the study found. 

Hotel occupancies in the Los 
Angeles Comity area are ex- 
pected to fell 19.5 per cent in the 
short term and '9.5 per cent 
through the end of 1992. Occu- 
pancy through the end of May is 
expected to drop 23 per cent. 



Charles, Diana tour 
ExpoU2 on U.K. day 


SEVILLE, Spain (AP) — Prince 
Charles toured Expo’92 with 
Princess Diana Thursday ’ and 
praised his nation's pavilion as an 
example of transition to modem 
ideas of architecture and the en- 
vironment. “With a bold design 
... my country's own pavilion 
seeks to focus on the future," 
Prince Qtarles said, adding that 
he hoped conriug technological 
advances will respect humanity 
and its “traditions and fun- 
damental values." He spoke at 
the United Kingdom’s National 
Day celebration — the first time 
tee royal couple has made an 
official visit together since their 
February trip to India. There was 
more pomp and circumstance at 
Expo *92 than on any day since it 
opened on April 92 on Cartuja 
Island across from downtown 
Seville. Expo *92 commemorates 
the 500th anniversary of Col- 
umbus's trip to the new world. 
The Royal Philharmonic Orches- 
tra played as Diana, batless and 
in a floral print dress and high 
heels, was met with cheers at the 
Expo’s Paienque Theatre. Other 
performances included English, 
Scottish, Welsh and Irish folk 
dances. 
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Slump hits top 
British tourist 
attractions 


LONDON (R) — The number of 
people visiting top British tourist 
attractions such as the Tower of * 
London, Windsor Castle and - - 
Madame Tussaud’s waxworks has r 
fallen because of the recession, 
according to new figures out. 

Numbers of tourists visiting 
Madame Tossaud’s dropped from 
2.54 million in 1990 to 2.24 mil- — 
lion last year, the British Tourist * A” Z ’ 
Authority said. The state apart- 
ments at Windsor Castle had . 

627.000 visitors compared with 

855.000 in 1990, while 1.92 mil- - 
lion people went to the Tower Of . 

London last year against 2.29 
million In 1990. Other historic 
-sites such as Shakespeare’s, brith- _ - - 
place at Stratford-Upon-Avon, 

Stonehenge, Hampton Court 

Pqjace and Blenheim Palace also 
reported fewer visitors in 1991. 


Beatles to star in 
their own life story 


LONDON (R) — A British pro- 
ducer is working with the three 
surviving members of tee Beatles 
to make a major seven-part tele- :! " K 
vision series telling tee story of !.*;■ 7 

tee group. “This is their own 
story in their own words. It is the 
one story that hasn't been told 
because previous books and films 
about teem have been done by 
other people,” director Geoff • 
Woufor said Wednesday. Produc- 
er Jools Holland said tee first of • , 
the 90-minute films, to be called \ / 

The Long And Winding Road 
after one of the Beatles' songs, 
would be ready for screening next 
year and the others would follow ^ 
at three-month internals. Paul 
McCartney, Ringo Starr and 
George Harrison have all given " • 
separate interviews. Yoko Ono, 
wife of John Lennon who was >. 
murdered in 1980, is also partict- 
paling m the project which is Hjacy 1 .. 
being made by the Beatles’ own 71 " 
company apple. “This is an .... 
anthology. We need to do so^ 
many films because they changed^ . . . 
musical history,” Wonfor said. 

The group, formed in the north- 
western English city of Liverpool,. 
dominated pop music in Britain ■ 
and around the world through the > 

1960s before splitting m 1970. 


Public bath owner 
takes down ‘no 
foreigners? sign 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese health ' 
authorities have obliged the own-r 


er of a public bath to take down a 
“no foreigners" sign, put up to j?'* 
- - - - • - of the *C;t 


keepout people ignorant — 
country’s intricate bath etiquette. 

He has replaced it with a board 
describing with pictures the prop; 
er way to bathe in Japan, the.' 
health official in Kofu, west of./- 4 
Tokyo,, said Friday. “Baths in *'* 
Japan and overseas are very diffe 1 : ' 
rent," the official said. “The bath' -■= 
owner thought putting up the sign ' v 
was file easiest thing to do. If.-; 
their manners improved, he was ~ • 
ready to let tee forexngers back • 
in.” B ath pro tocol in' Japan calls ' 
-for washing with soap and towel '■ 
while string on a low stool, rins- ' 
ing off the suds with a band-held ' 
shower, and then soaking in a -• 
communal hot tub. Untutored 
foreigners, however, would mast, 
-on showering standing up , there- . 
by splashmg their, more fastidious 
neighbours, or. getting into the ' v 
tub covered in soap . <mt .in their "■ - 
underwear, the health official' - -, 
added. When' tiie local patrons 
J^npfemfd, the ownerput up the * • 
“do foreigners” sign hoping to \ . 
keep his regular customers hap- \ - 

py- V; 






